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BUCCLEUGH. 



My Lord Dvkb^ and my Lady Duchess, 

X AM only a Student in the Language of 

Britain, and wholly unacquainted with that 
Pialeft of it which is appropriated to De- 
dications. 

In my Aerial Voyages in Scotland, I 
was treated with general Favour. This I 
attributed in fome meafure to the Cha- 
rafter of the Nation ; but principally to 
the Protedlion and Countenance of thq 
Duke and Duchess of Buccleugh, 

If I were to enumerate your private and 
public Virtues, 1 (hould only whifper feebly 
what . now employs the general Voice of 
jrour Country, 

. ' Jam 
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LETTER !• 

Edinburgh, Sept. 15. 178^. 
My Dearest Friend, 

CARESSED by the English Nation, and flat- 
tered by the voice of Fame, with pleafures and 
honours courting my acceptance, does it not afford 
matter for fpeculation and furprife, that 1 fhould leave 
a laruly to which my heart is engaged by numberleft 
endearing ties, for one where only report had mada 
me known ? Yes, my honoured, my refpe^ed 
Guardian, I am now in Scotland ; and Heaven be 
praifed that I am ! It is what I have long wifhed, and 
that wifh was founded on.reafon and gratitude. 

Amongft the numbers who, in England, ho* 
noured me with the ftrongeft proofs of fincere regards 
were many of the Scottish Nation: thefe I 
found, upon all occafions, my real friends ; moft of 
them were at once men of fci^nce and liberality. 
From an uniformity of virtues in the chara6lers of 
thofe individuals I had the happinefs to be acquainted 
with, I judged of, and efleemed the whok Nation. 
Long were my thoughts bent on going to that 
Country, where my imagination had formed the idea 
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ef meeting many whofe hearts beat congenial to my 
©wn : Glory too co-operated' with my feelings; i 
fhould b^ thefirji jleronaut in Scotland ; it was aa 
inf]^iring thought! I ihould at once indulge th^ 
emotions of humanity, and eternize my name in that 
land, where hiftory and poetry have delivered their 
forceful lejfons in native ftrength and purity, through 
the long, long annals of time* 

On the northern bounds of England are ftill to be 
feen the remains of a ftrong wall, firft begui^ by the 
Emperor Adrian, and afterwards continued by Se* 
VERUs, to fecure the Romans the pofleilion of their 
conqu^ft, by preventing the iiicurfions of the PicT$ 
and ScoTTs : the firji they might have looked upon 
a^ inconfiderable enemies; but the latter were far 
more formidable. They were a Nation which had 
never been conquered; a hardy race^ inured to toil 
beneath inclement Ikies :-^Thcy knew neither the 
arts nor the vices which Commerce fcatters inter-i 
mixed with her bleffings. The Chace was their em- 
ployment and fupport* Their chief weapons, for 
offence, were a kind of darts or javelin$ ; for defence 
they ufed a light buckler or fliield. Their amufement 
If as to liften to the fongs of their Bards, who re*^ 
lated the anions of Heroes^ and their higheft glory 
to leave the fame of fome great a£Uon behind them, 
which might be handed down to poilerity by thofe 
Hiftqrians. Their de/cendents^ with more civilized 
planners, jnheri^ their virtues ; and the ^mor Patriae 
glows in every Caledonian's Bosqm, 

Ibad.amoft delightful journey fron\ Liverpoq;< 
feitbSfi 1% I? P9^ the fi?afg^ pf ^e year when the 
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W^fm tints 6f Autumti ^mbelli^ the ^ace of fiattlfai 
I viewed with pleafure the fnrrounding obje^s. Th# 
treeiSj iiot yet ft ripped of their leafy honours, mifed 
their heads in variegated hues ; and the verdant gaf- 
mentis of the meadows, bordered with embrowning^ 
hedges, formed ^ beautiful contraft to the rich yellow 
which enrobed the ftubble fields. How lovely is na*- 
tnre to an eye unjaundiced by a fickly immagina- 
tion ! 

A wayward £ancy cdHits the |K>w*rs of art } 
But Nature's charms alone can touch the heart*. 

/ s I proceeded Northward the fences and inclofurM 
of lim^ftone had at firft rather a difagreeable efFeft; 
but this was amply recompenfed by the delightful, fce^ 
nfery which now ftruck .my fight ! rifing hills covered 
with fhort grafs and aromatic herbage, which affords 
ed pafturage to innumerable flocks of fheep ; deep, 
but fmiling Vallles, cultivated by the hand of iilduftry> 
and a diftant range of almoji Jtptne mountains rifing 
one behind another, and mingling their blue fummitd 
with the clouds. I could almoft have imagined my- 
fclf in the enchanted regions of romance ; in fome o| 
thofe fituations fo forcibly defcribed by our <:ountry- 
man Ariosto, whofe works, through fucceedipg 
ages, have gained him the epithey of divine. The 
ruins of fome time mouldered caftk, or defrayed mo* 
naftery, now and then checquermg the fcene, added 
ftr^ngth to the powers of fancy. Perhaps from od# 
ofthefe, feated on a towering hill, fome /W/j' b AROK, 
in former times, looked down, with proud infolencs 
(bXk the vaflfals of his powder who held all th«r worldly 

B O^ goodi 



< 4 ) 

.goods, nay ainioft their very lives - bot as precariotit 
tenures nnder an imperious mailer* Perhaps in ano^- 
ther,-— *but hold my pen; the theme is not for theei 
let us leave it to fcboobnen and divines i I am happy in 
holding this opinion^ that rblioion is not the lefs 
lovely in herfelf becaufe different nations chufe to re** 
prefent her in different habits* 

As I approached Edinburgh the landfcape grew 
flill more pidturefque and claimed my higheft admira- 
tion ! A croud of mingled fenfations now rufhed up* 
on my heart ; curiofity, joy, friend(hip, expe'dlation, 
the love of fame, and diffidence of fuccefs, created a 
tumult there; but Hope, (miling Hope, Queen of the 
Paflions, aiTumed her reign, and huihed them all to 
peace ! 

I entered this city on the lathof this month. It 
forms nearly an oblong fquare, with the Castle at 
one end, and the palace of Holyrood-house attha 
other, and two large wings projeSing from the fides; 
the New-town on the North, and suburbs on the 
South. It appears to have been begun in early ages, 
on the moft Southerly part of that eminence where the 
caftle now Aands ; and fpreading gradually from 
thence, now covers three fmall hills or ridges: the 
Old Town b^ing fituated on the middle one, the 
IQ^Ew TbwN on that to the North, and the fuburbs to 
the South. The difficulty of paffing betwixt the two 
farmer gave rife to a fcheme, which was executed 
jtome years ago, of joining them by a magnificent 
bridge: a fimilar one is now carrying on to facilitate a 
communication with the suburbs. Time in his flight 
over this city has continually fcattered from his wings 

an 
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an increafe of profpericy : may it ever enjoy that blefl- 
ing ; and through all fucceeding ages be, as it now i^ 
thereiidence of true NOBILITY) B£N£vol£nc£, and 

HOSPITALITY, 

I have apartments in Walker^s Hotel^ in 
Prince's Street, New Town, from whence I 
behold innumerable elegant buildings, and my ears 
are faluted with the founds of induftry from many 
others emuloufly rifiing. Hail to the voice of 
LABOUR ! it vibrates more forcibly on the chords of 
my heart, than the moft harmonious notes of mufic, and 
|;ives birth to fenfations that I would not exchange for 
all the boaftedpleafuresofLUxuRY and dissipation* 
What a fweet fympathy gladdens my breaft when I be- 
behold the thoufands of honeft workmen returning, from 
the toil of the day, with the fmiles of content difFufed 
over their countenances; who, but for this employ- 
ment, might have been expofed to all the miferies of 
want, and heard their famifhed babes lament in vain ! 
Gracious God! how does thy divine Providence ordain 
fo many different modes of fubflflence fuited to the 
various neceifities of thy creatures. I cannot exprefs 
what my foul feels, when even in my Imagination I 
behold the father of a family fit down with plea- 
fure to the hard earned meal, furrounded by a nume- 
rous offispring ; his dwelling is the dwelling of chea^jr 
fulneis, and health, and contentment, prefide at hfi 
homely board, fuch are the bleffings of induftry ; you 
will judge how Wide they are fcattered here when 1 in- 
form you that the buildings carried on in this city, 
employ 15CX) workmen^ and the expences are efli- 
matsd not lefs tbaxi 6o,qoo1. &.tx\ing per annum* 

It 
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frould waft me to the German Ocean ; a journey 
through which, it is polEble my pinions might not 
be able to carry me. 

In my walks round the city, I have obferved many 
places from whence I might conveniently afcend ; but 
my wiihes are ultimately turned towards obtaining a 
large area on the fouth-weft fide of the town, named 
George's Square, environed with elegant build- 
ings : there are feven avenues to it from the ftreets, 
which might be fhut up at a very trifling expence • 
in the middle is a green plot, encompafled with iron 
rails, capable of containing feveral thoufand people : 
and the circumjacent windows offer fuch convenient 
accomodations for the Ladies to behold the afcenfion, 
tjiat I fliall be feverely mortified if I cannot be per- 
mitted to launch my Balloon from this Square. 

I am now happy in the acquaintance of the Hon. 
Henry Erskine, Sir William Forbes, and Ma- 
jor Frazer, whofe politenefs and friendfliip I al- 
ready experience in an eminent degree : their confi- 
dence in my fuccefs is boundlefs ! On communica- 
ting my defire of afcending from George's-Squarb 
to Mr. Erskine, who is himfelf an inhabitant of it^ 
be kindly promifed to exert his utmoft intereft on my 
behalf, and 1 doubt not but he will fucceed. 

I have been advifed, by all my friends, to open a 
fuhfcription in order to defray all my expences, which 
muft of necefEty be very confi Jerable ; with this view 
I have advertifed that I will afcend AS foon as a com- 
|>etent fum can be raifed. 

Every 
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Ever; thmg fifcceeds accorcEng to my moft fan^ 
juine wllhe»9 zn^Xhi^Juf^ineioiJuecefs gildg my fr^ 
fpf^u I b^in to bope^ d^at I ^a^U go through this oiterl 
prize without a £ngle di£ippoiatincnt ; whit a iroyelty 
will that be to me ! When I take a retrb^iiedllve view 
of my life^ I find misfiriuHi ufkering in c^^dtf great 
event; but I think flie is now tired of her ofBce, and 
means to giv& me fom^ Uttle refpite : that &yt may 
never croft your path>; is th^ iiticere prayer! of bin^ 
whoy with the trueA fltff^km, bids you adis^ an4 
muft ever remain 

Yoyr grateful 

V. LUNARDJ, 
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L E T T E R in. 

Edinburgh^ Sipu 28, 1785, 

My dear Guardian, . 

SHARE my joy ; participate my pleafurcs ! Scot- 
land cannot boaft a happier pi^n than your 
friend. I can ofiure you,, that I icife fome inches 
taller to take a more exteniive view of my delightful 
profpe£ts ! Does not your mind's eye behold me, foar- 
}ng on rapture's bright wings to the fummit of hap* 
pi^efs^ and laughing at the clouds of care below ? 

C You 
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You will fay, and with reafon, (pardon the pun)? that 
liLm^ighiUfi but how, my ifcffr, dear Priendy how can 
1 help it, whjBn my fpirits arte light a« the foft Gofla- 
mour that :fioats on the fummer breeze ? 

I fhaU-»- indubitably afe^d- from the* very place I 
wifli. My valuable friend, Mr,. Erskine, has calkd 
a meeting of .all the inhabitants of GEaRCB's 
Squarx, Whb are now in t&ifftiy and they are una- 
nimous in my favour : being themfelves the proprie- 
tors, they can give me permiffionto go up from thencte 
without infringing any of the city right's : it is im- 
poflible for any thing but the weather to difappoint 
me, and froni ^hat 1 ihall be extremely well fliel- 

tered* .- 

Upon hearing the news of Mr. Erskine's fuccefs 
I went immediately, accompanined by Mr. Spottis- 
wooD, to meafure the fevon avenues, and calculate 
the expence of doling them, leaving two paflages 
large enough for the admiffion of carriages. Seve- 
ral carpenters to whom I applied declined the talk ; 
btft at length Mr. Mitchell fucceeded in procuring 
p^ie who wrote me the following note; 

* " Franc Braidwood's heft Compliments to ^r. Z«- 
•*■ nardi^ hegs leave to inform him that, after calculating 
*f the expence of inclojing the feven^ openings to Georgians 
^* Square^ with fir ong iron railings from lO to I2feet 
\^ highi with gateways to admit carriages^ it will amount 
** to thirty pounds Jler ling* If very little damage is ddne^ 
f ' by the crowd, perhaps to a few pounds lefs*. 

*f Lufkeni'oothsy Monday, Sept. 26. 1785, 

. ■■ ■ With 
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With this prO|>oraI I inftantly clofed, and drder€f<l 
Ihe work to be carried on without lofs of time, as m/ 
intention, is to afcend as foon as poffible. 

My fervants dre juft arrived With the airy Vehicle, 
which i^ deftitled to cohvcfy mt to the temple of 
Fame; or, in other words, with my Baloon« Th^ 
apparatus for filling it will be here on Thurfday 
eyening, as the waggoner contra£ted with my fer- 
vants to bring it from Liverpool in ten days; 
George's Square is large enough to contain a fuffi- 
cient number of fpeflators to defray my expences at 
a very trifling price of admiffion ; therefore I fliall 
not wait for the fupfcriptions being full, but advertif 
my afcent for the 5th of Oftober next, which I hope 
will be propitious to my glory, I. can procure plenty 
of the vitriolic acid here, fo that I have nothing fipW 
to dread. My foul is calm as the glafTy furface of ati 
tinr^ffled lake, and r&AeQ.s only pleadng images. Tis 
a fine ftill night, 2ji^ tht thick fpangled vault of heaven 
glitters with uhufual brightnefs : What a feafon for 
enthufiafm, to view the planets wheeling in their ra-i 
^ient fphcres, and to imagine cELESTiAt beings 
looking dowiy from every orb, and with fond. com- 
placency guarding the peaceful flumbers of good men« 
To your watchful care, ph ye ministers of the great 
Deity, I recommend my ever honoured Friend f 
If there are fuch Intelligences, who prelide over th^ 
occurrences of my life, you are fureof their patron-* 
age. With that idea in my mind I bid you GOoi> 
IfiGHT ; and with every cordial wifh, fubfcribe myferf 

Truly your's, 

V. LVNARDL 
G a 



LETTER IV. 
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My Honoured Friend, Sept. 29, l^Ss• 

I Have now abnndant reaibn to rt&tSt on the infia-f 
bility of human fortune^ which, like the waves of 
a ftormy ocean, only raifes us one moment that we 
may fink into a deeper abyfs the next. Could yo\i 
have imagined from my laft, that I fhould fo foon 
fuffer a fad reverfe ? But fuch is iny fate ;' and when 
I wrote that *^ / laughed at the chuds $fcare fe/wv me ;'* 
little did I imagine, that they would rife and over-* 
fhadow my hrighteft hopes. 

With a mind tuned to the highcft pitch of joy, 
in the full flow o£ exhilarated f^nrits, I penned a» 
advertifement, which appeared in yefterday*s newf- 
paper, aflfuring the public that I wojuld afcend, at all 
events, on the 5th inftant. 

But how was my foul deprefled, when a friend of 
mine aflfured me, that an oppofition was forming to 
deprive me of the pleafure I hoped to receive in 
afcending ffom George^s Square, and advifed me 
to ftop the carpenter's work immediately, that I miglit 
not incur an expence which would certainly he to no 
purpofe, bcarce knowing whether to ccedit the re-^ 
port or not, with all my thoughts ftretched on the 
rack of fufpenfe, I waited on Mr. E&skinb. Ever 
prompt to afts of benevolence, his utmoft efforts . are 
exerted to aleyiate diftrefs wherever he finds it. Need 
I tell you that he has taken the trouble to enquire 

minutely 
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tolnutely into this affair ? And Hit refult of his en- 
quiries is, O Heaven ! it is, that I am to give up all 
hopes of obtaining this favourable fituation to afcehd 
from. What fhall I do ? I ^m almoft mad, and fcarce 
know what 1 write ; forgive my impetuofity ; I can- 
not juft now proceed ; I will refume my pen when I 
am a little more calm, 

Reafon tells rtie that fome concealed enemy lurka 
at the bottom of this mifchief : But who can that 
enemy be ? So may I profper as I declare, in all fince- 
rity, I do not know the creature I have intentionally 
wronged. And can it be in the power of human na-* 
turc to be guilty of fuch malevolent aftions, without 
the fmalleft provocation ? I am detetermined, at all 
events, to find out this incendiary who has taken fuch 
pains to impede my happinefs : for, in every difap- 
pointment, it is natural to indulge a curiofity conr- 
cerning the caufe, however little the knowledge of ic 
may conduce to a remedy. 

Worfe and worfe my dear Friend ! Could yon 
have conceived it pofSble, that the underhand prompter 
of my difappointment was a Lady ? My fole motive 
in applying for George*s Square, was the hett^ 
accommodation of the Ladies; and, though they 
might not have honoured this little attention with 
their particular notice, yet I could never have ixna- 
gined that a pofitive oppofitLon to my darling fchenie 
would have originated* with them: With them did I 

fay ? 
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fay ? Mold i I. beg pardon of the Fair Sex ; they irel 
my ie/i. /riendsy and I prize their approbation beyond 
the higheft honours fame can give ! and fhall a Fe-' 
MALE Machiavbl oi fifty be ranked with them ? For- 
feid itpolitenefs ; forbid it humanity \ forbid it Truth • 
I am happy in refledling, that the youngs theya/V, and 
the amiable have never been m^ enemies ; and that my 
opponent is 

Kot Ihe whof6 lips ths fragrant rofe ftdom5» 
Whofe tender heart each angry paflion fcoms, 
in whofe bright eyes Love*s fubtle light'nings play^ 
Wbofe fmiles enchant with graces ever gay i 
Bat (he on Whom the ^ild December pours 
The chilling influence of his icy fliow'rs^ 
Whofe >^/Vy winters have efiac'd her charms^ 
And frowning (onC her from their ihrivell'd arms. 

How^ever fevere my diftppointrtient, it is in fomedef- 
gree alleviated by the^/V7ar^Ihaveheredrawnof its Au* 
THORESS ; which, I aflure you, is not in the lead bor- 
dering upon caricature : and as I do not iriiaginer myfelf 
able either to fubdue, or ftand before the spirit of 
CONTRADICTION, I have determined, reluctantly deter- 
mined^ to relinquifh all hopes of obtaining What I fo 
ardently wiflied. 

I niuft tiow endeavour to procure fome other place 
to afcend from, nor will I clofe this letter till I can 
inform you of my fuccds. 

The dawn of hope again difperfes the clouds of 
Taxation ; I have procured a convenient fituation for 

launching 
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launching tny Balloon : but this is anticipating events^ 
and I have promifed to give you a regular account of 
all my proceedings. 

After relinquiftiing all thoughts of George's* 
SQUARE, my wifhes turned towatds the colleoe, 
where is an area which! imagined might oitfwer very 
well: thither my kind friend Mr. Erskine, accom.-? 
panied me, and, after meafuring it and fixing on the 
inoft eligible fpot, he waited on feveral of th6 pro- 
fessors, who politely gave their confent, but had 
it not in their power to guarantee the completion o( 
iny wifties, as that muft ultimately depend upon the 
Lord Provost. Sir Wm. Forbes had done me the 
honour of introducing me to his Lordjhip^ from 
whom I had received civilties beyond my moft fanguine 
expeftations, I therefore flew with pleafure to inform 
him of my defire, ^d obtain his aflent; but founds 
to my no fmall furprlze, that he was already acquaint- 
Qd with the whole tranf;i6iion : A certain Jrtijl 
belonging to the college, h^^ving got intelligence of 
ftiy applifation for that place, had been beforehand 
with mej and, pretending that the roofs of feveral ad- 
jacent houfes might be damaged by the mob, 6j9eAu*« 
filly prevented my being fuccefsfiU on this occafion^ 
His Lordjhip reprefented the whole affair in a prope|( 
light, and wjth a c:mdour, which rofleifted the higheft 
honour on his humanity, appe^iled to myfelf whether \l 
was in his power to grant imy requeft. 

From the depreffion of fpirits, attending this fecond 
difappointment, 1 was rouzed by the kiudnefs of Sir 
^M. Forbes who intimated, tl^at, beine^ one of the 
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managers of the Infirmary, l^e might poi&bly have it 
in bis power to procure me the garden belonging to that 
building: It is a magnificent ilruflure admirably well 
adapted to the purpofes for which it rofe. The gar- 
den I faw and approved ; my worthy frUni wrote to 
the other managers for their joint confent : and 1 bad 
every reafon in the world to hope for a favourable 
anf w«r. 

According to appointment I called this morning sk% 
the Wtiiing-Office ; but, to my fevere mortificatk>n> 
tl^e anfwer was ftill in ihQmgativi. The Lord Pro- 
vost however informed nae that I might perhaps ob* 
tain the gardens of Her&iot's Hospital, and as he 
was going out of town, requefted Sir W. Forbes to 
write a letter for me to the managers, who having 
heard my ftory, and read the advertifement, imme- 
lately complied with my requeft. Thus, with a lit- 
tle friendly affiftance I have furmounted thofe difficul- 
ties which almoft warped my brain! Every thing now 
will go on well ; I mufl advertife immediately, and as I 
fear being too late for the pofl, I haften to fubfcribe 

Hi^felf 

Your ever afFe<5tionatf , 

V. LUNARDI. 



Friday Mornings Two o^CInif 

I AM now the moll difconfolatej the moft wretched 

h.eing in the world ! the place is £xed, the advertife- 

pients are gone out, and all Scotland waits, with 

jmxious expedation, to fee me go up on ^ednefday 

4 WV^ 
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tiext : but how, my deareft friend, how (hall I keep 
my engagements with the public ! I am forry this letter 
was too late for the poft laft night ! had it gone you 
would not have fuffered fo much uneafinefs on my ac- 
count ; but now I cannot help communicating to you^ 
the friend of my beart, my diftrefled fituation ! How 
fhall I fill the Balloon ? the apparatus. Which fhould 
have been here Yefterday, will not arrive till the even- 
ing of the day I have appointed to afcend. 1 fent rty 
fervant, laft night, to the place where the Waggoii puts 
up, and the innkeeper told him that I Was miftakea i 
that it required i6 Days to come from Liverpool 
hither, and if the Waggoner faid othefwife, it was 
only in order to fecure to himfelf fome exAolument 
from thfe carriage. I wiftl you were near me ! What 
Ihall I do? What apology offer for deferring my 
voyage? I can refolve upon nothing: 1 feat no ve- 
ry large cafks can be procured here, and the time is 
too fhort to make new ones. Numbers of people will 
come from Glasgow ind Aberdeen and they niuft 
^11 be difappointed ! Malediflus Homo quis confidlt in 
Homo ! Oh what^a frame ot mind am I in ! Every gen* 
tier emotion has quitted my breaft and all is perturbati- 
. on there.— The live-long night fleep has re&fed to vi- 
fit my pillow, I have rifen from It with loathing.-^ 
The fickly light of a glimmering taper lends its affif- 
tance while I thus pour out my angui/h in the bofom of 
friendfhip. 

Juft now I walked to the window; the fires of Hea» 
vert fhine faintly through the thin vapours :— Darknefs 
has not yet withdrawn her veil from the face of the 

D earth} 
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^rth; an univerfal^/7/«^ reigns over this Creat ci- 
ty. • Not even tlie hoarfe barking of "the watch-dog, 
dfthe • irregular fieps of inebriety, break through fhe 

gloomy filence ! mf*' eat- cannot catch a'finglefound 
fave that-x>f th^ rujhmg wind : at this ftilf Hour 

■<•,.■ 

** The bufy founds of population fail> 
.1. • / •«* '" -■ 

'* ISTo chearful murmurs fludtuate on t|ie gale." 

Nati^^Q.jfeem5.1iink. io irepofc; even the wickeds^re ea- 
jj>yiiig.the £«re<e;ts of flumber ; whilft I aloae am waking 
a prey to vexation ap4 anjviety! Fame; and glory, ye 
okj^{I$ of nvy furfuiUy ye^ deftroy my peace of mind^ 
yeVar€ ye.ftiU dear to^nj^! And muft I now lofe the 
Ccfeditr I tlM)Ught fo.weU ejp:abliflied ? desp^r,ATion 
is.in.'^iQ idea and 1 will aof e»co^rage it ! I will fly to 
ipy-yj^VW J?^^^^^^'r>:fe will humble my foul in the 
dttftfe?ftr.q.him: the g^ eat God o^ tha Universe 
will not refufe to hear the »if««£/?. of \\i^ creatures *y 
then wky .te)uii J Mppnd ?. . 

% *.,*-;*•* * * *.^ % * He * * * ^ 

: .1 arnmore calm my friend; but I cannot yet form 
any, Tf iiolution how to a£k. The grey light of mor- 
ning dapplps the ^ aft, and the fmoke begins to rife 
i^n thick. Volumes, from the chimneys of this ^o^«/<?»^ 
eiTY.. • I will take, a.walk ; chance. may perhaps do 
more for me /Afl».REFtECTiotN. 



Eleven J Clock Forenoon 
Upon laying down my pen this morning, I rambled 
tlirough t\it Jireets of the Old and New Towns: 

but 
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but all was ftill ; not a creature was ftirring, I firmly 
believe that could I have met one human. bSing, 
though th6 verieji wretch in nature ; I fhoAild havi 
fought relief by complaining to him: as to 2ih^ Jam friend i 
but I was compelled to wander in folitary filence ; and 
with the cloud of vexation ftill hanging on my btow,- 1 

turned, with reluft?nt fteps, towards my Hotel-- 

Sweet Sensibility! ^een of the Virtues! thy 
dwelling is not always in the breafts of the ktcHj thfe 
GREAT, or the LEARNED : often doft thou animate 
the heart of the^m^/p villager, the laborious ve a- 
SANT, or the humble slave ! this I experienced ot\ 
returning to my lodgings : A poor girl, irnployed in the 
moft menial oflSces, whofe ideas perhaps had never foared 
above her prefent ftation, in the heart-touching tofte of 
unaffe^edsYMVAtw^y endeavoured to foothe the agi- 
tation too vifibie in my countenance! Nature is e- 
ver the fame^ and the voice of humanity is always 
dear to her ! I fejt its force^ and yielded my foul to the 
pleafing influence ! I recapitulated my diftrefles to 
the poor but honeft creature ! and, by her advice^ 
applyed to fome dyers whofe bufinefs required very 
large Vats: they fh^wed me fome tubs^ which were in- 
deed of a proper fize, but unluckily had been cbriftfudl- 
ed in the very place where they flood, arid corifequeht- 
ly muft either be taken to pieces or a hole made in tlie 
wall to remove them : thus I was left in my former 
dilemma, nor have I yet hit on any expedient to free 
me from it. 

Evening 

m. 9 
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Eveningy Eight o^CIick. 
I fhall at leaft conclude my letter with fome agreea- 
ble intelligence : About twelve o'clock I had the good 
ibrtune to meet with one Mr, Chalmers, a plumber^ 
to whom I reprefented the neceffity I was under of 
keeping my engagements with the public, and entreat- 
ed him to make me two ciflerns, fourteen feet long? 
four deep, artdasmany wide: he required a few hours 
for confideration, and at four o'clock in the afternoon, 
returned with the joyful news that he would undertake 
to compleat the talk within the limited time, and laid 
before me an exa6l ejlimate of the sxpence ; I immediate- 
ly drew up the following bond, with a pencil, and Mr. 
CHALMEiis iigned it. 

*« Ipromife to make two cifterm fourteen feet long^ four 
deep^ and four wide eacb^ of lead of eight pounds weight 
aj^uarefooty foldering and air tide^ i^e. thefe to be eom^ 
pleated for Tuefday morning before noon of the fourth in- 
Jlantj and the whole for 20/. Jlerling^ the lead to be re- 
turned as my property. 

W. CHALMERS, Plumber." 

And now, my dear guardian^ you will naturally 
conclude that I look upon Mr, Chalmers as one of 
my heft friends ; indeed he has raifed my fpirits fxom 
the loweji depth oi defpondency. 

1 muft not omit to give you the pleafing informati- 
on that Lord Elphinstone has honoured me with a 
particular maik of his fl«^«//e/f 2inA regard, by ordering 
the flag to br: hoifted, and gims to be fired from the 
Casti,e on the day of my afccnfion; and, as hecan-^ 

not be in town at th;it tini«, he has refuelled Colonel 

CocK^ 
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CocKRAN to grant me a fufficient number of the 
military, for a guard, as well as to favour me in other 
refpefts. The Colonel is a moft agreeable VE* 
TERAN OFFICER ! and I experienced a peculiar plea- 
fure in fpeaking Italian with him. 

Though I have fufFered fo many dlfappolntments^ I 
cannot ultimatelv confider mvfelf as unforunate, A4- 
verfity, when pad, gives a reliih to pleafure ; and I 
feel myfelf more happy, at this moment, than if an 
uninterrupted fuccefs had attended all my fchemes. 
The ftorm is blown over, and a fweet calm reigns in 
my heart, tremblingly alive to every foft fenfation. 
You will (hew my dear fitters this letter ; they wiH 
fympathize in my diftrefles, and they will fhare in my 
happinefs. I cannot give you a better idea of my 
prefent ftate of mind than in the following lines, 
which are part of a poem tranflated by a friend of 
miner, from the works of the celebrated Ossian: 

" Like the clear moon in filcnt qight ; 
** Calm as the lake's unruffled breaft, 
" When, on the liquid eiipanfe bright, 
** The ftormy winds are hulh'd to reft. 

Good night ; may peaceful flumbers feal your eye 
lids, and may you ever enjoy delights like thofe which 
now fmile on 

Your 
VINCENT LUNARDL 



LET- 
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LETTER V. 

Edlnburgby OJIobeff 3. 1 785. 
My Honoured Friend, 

HOW chequered is the fcene of life in which 
I 2iSt ! and what viciiStudes of joy and woe do 
I experience! Fortune makes me her fport : one 
minute (he raifes me aloft on the airy pinions of hope^ 
the next precipitates me into the fathomlefs al?yfs of 
defpair. 

i Mr. Chalmers had promife4 to attend me this 
morning, in Her riot's Garden, at feven^, o'clock: 
inch confidence had I in his integrity, that I went 
thither at one, with the workmen to make the ditch, 
and waited the appointed hour : Seven o'clock came ; 
eight, nine, apd ten followed; but no news pf Mr, 
Chalmers : At length, when my patience was quite 
exhaufted, he came about eleven, and informed me 
that he could not execute the tafk he had undertaken, 
becaufe his men were employed in making pipes for 
the New Street. Such an anfwer from one who 
.had, after mature deliberation, figned his name to a 
bond, was aftonifliing ! nor could I believe that l>e 
was ferious, till he had repeated the fame words feve- 
ral times, with the moft provoking indifference ! 
Upon this my patience forfook me, and I loaded him 
with the bittereft inveftives that rage and difappoint- 
ment could prompt ; but they were all thrown away 
upon this phlegmatic mortal ; he quietly maintained 

his 



hh/ang fr^fdj and 1 found it impoffible to pr^oke 
hliri even to the fmalleft degree of difcompofure. 

Do- you think thofe i««^i happier who pofflefs^ fo* 
much APATHY? Their paflage through life i« cer- 
tainly fmoother : It is like travelling over an extern-' 
five plain, covered with perpetual verdure, -arid 
bounded by the horrizon ; no. various objeAs ftrike 
the view, but all is univerfal fweetnefs : The MAN 6J? 
STUONG PASSIONS, though hfif may be wounded fey 
the afpferities of a rugged road, torn by intercepting 
brambles, or now and then in danger of falling down' 
:! precipice, enjoys nobler profpeds, and rifes to more 
efevated fituations ! Even now,, furroundied as I am 
with dijireffes and perplexities^ and tottering on the? 
brink <>f a total di/appointment, I would not relinquish 
ftrifibility for the- empire of tJie world ! Without 
SENSIBILITY, fomey ricbesy gloryy were empty founds ! 
Joys talked of, but never felt : It is that which anf- 
mates me, and bids me ftill look for hope, though' I 
know not which way to turn my face to find her :. 
Adieu ! for the prefent ; when I have met with her 
I will refume my pen. 



^uefdayy OSloher 4* 

When I quitted my writing, I had the good for- 
tune to meet Mr. Erskine, who dire6led me to Mr. 
Sal BY, another plumber, who, being a man of pro- 
perty, might probably have it in his power to make 

me 



me an apparatus within the limited time. I found him 
bulled in fending of a quantity of call lead for jthe. 
couQti'y ; but, on hearing my fituation, he immedi- 
ately ordered it to Herriot's Garden, where I left 
him engaged in making draughts for the cifterns, &c.. 
but not till he had given me the moft folemn affur* 
ances^ that every thii^gflxould be ready for my afcen- 

fion at the appointed time. 

From thence I Went, with a light heart, to tlie 
Parliament House, where my Balloon is exhibited, 
being in a happy frame of mind for enjoying the con- 
verfation of the Ladies, no lefs than two hundred 
of whom haVe honoured me with their company this 
morning. Happy mortal! you exclaim: — and well 
you might, could you form any adequate idea of the 
ScoTTjH Beauties ! Their heighth in general ap- 
proaches to what Ilhould call the Majesxic, adorned 
with an eafy elegance; their Figures are fuch as 
Grecian jirtijis might have been proud to copy ! 
fymmirety and proportion are there difplayed in their 
utmoft perfection. But to defcribe their Faces!—- 
The pencil of Titian, or Michael Angelo, could 
fcarce have done themjuftice! The God of Love 
hides himfelf in the dimples that play about their 
mouths: ^o perfume Jhop fupplies the beautiful colour 
that glows on their cheeks and lips ; it is the pure 
painting of health ; and piftures forth minds as pure. 
Nature has made them lovely, and they have not 
fuffered the intruder Art to fpoil her works. 

I have endeavoured to give you' fome faint idea of 
their perfonal charms; but their mental ones are far 

more 
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in6re' firiking ! Grace without affeSfatibn^ franlneji 
tvithout kifity^ good-humour withobtyb/i^j and dignity 
ViithoxM /pridej are their diftinguifliing charafter- 
iftics; Do you not think this is a fiery ai*deal fot 
my hedrt ? — I aflure you no : they are all fo very 
amiable^ that I cannot attach riiyfelf to any one in par-* 
ticular : I love them all ; and fliall court their general 
approbation with as much ardour as the moft em- 
paflSiohed lover would that of his miftrefs. Ah ! what 
glory to afcendtny Aerial Chariot in their view! 
to-be the objecft o( their adrtiiration ! to have all their 
eyes turned towards* me ! all their prayers" and wi(he$ 
breathfed forth for pfiy fafety ! and* to hear their united 
acclamations ! Oh Heaven ! my very brain turns 
giddy with the thought^ and my whole foul anticipates 
th6 happy moment ! 

Ihavejufl: received letters from three tgAi^iESy ex- 
prefling their wilhes to accompany me in piy voyage ; 
but I muft of neceflity refufe myfelf that gratifica- 
tion. How unfortonate that the Balloon ihould be 
too fmall to afcend with more than one p^rfon ! and 

I have not time to enlarge it, or elfe, 1 am in-' 

terrupted :— Good God ! a meflage from HEftRioT^s 
Garden, requiring my immediate attendance ! Wh^t 
tan be the matter ? How I tremble ! Perhaps fome 
unforfeen accident, — ^but I will not torment myfelf 
with conjedhires ; — ^Adieu. 

» % * % ¥c i^ % Ik 4t * % , 4i 

I am juft returned-: Mr. Salby only fent for me 
to view one of the ciftf rns, which is now £ai)lbird ; 



v.^ and 
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mAhe mflur^ m4r that the whole Ihall be toApIexCed 
be&re he ledV^ the Ipot* The oil of vitlriol> iron^ 
biock^ ropes, Ate. &ci. ire kk the Gardeir; and> for 
this night) I mliy r^ofe in fecurity. If 1 have 6^ 
Iportutiityv before I afcend, I will Write ik few Kn^ to 
let you know what j)roQ>e6b of fuccefs attehd^ 

Yotir 

V. LUNARDt 

HueJUay Evening, 8 o^cloctm 

■ 

Pw S. Sut^Iy the woiid ik not to be truffied itl zxif ^^^ 
^. mftance ! I had fcsuxe difpatdhed my^ letter to the 

Poft Oilce, when I received the foUo^ving card;; 

opofi which I feht fot" it bads: ag^ th^ I ihi^f 

acquaint you with the contents^ 

CARD. 

<< CbtoNEL CdcKRAKS prbfentg compliments tcr 
•* Mr. LuNAKDi; it would mortify him greately^ 
^ that either te or the public ihould meet with » 
'^ dirappointment : he waits, with impatienc^e, to 
^ Know the Commanjer in Cbief^s pleafure, as he find* 
^ Lord Elpiungftone is not eitpe£ted foon^ and the 
^* Colonel can neither order gims to beared, op 
*f thefl^to behoifted, but by orders fyom. Gene-; 
*^ RAL Mackay. 

^ Edinburgh Caflf^, QSfoler 4.' 
♦^ A contrary wind would gi\re t&ne' to have a» 

It 
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It sLv^9^ P3|n fo coadi^de with tbiii (UTagfcrable 
infcrq^atioiju Ijt is a 4i&cisihj I lMH>W noit howtA 
furmount ; but I muft endeavour IQ find iCUit fome 
way: Once more goodoiight. 



l;. E T T E R VI. 

Edinhi^r^hy Tl^fdnefdajy Offoier S* 1785. 

I. Difpatched my laft in great anxiety ; and, after 
racking my thoughts to no purpofe^ thr«w^ my- 
felf, overcome with iBitigue, upon a fopha : configning 
every care to forgetfulpei)^ : I enjpy^ a calm fleep 
about twenty minutes : I then rofe, and waited on 
Major Frazer, to whom I related my cafe, and 
told him- 1 apprehended it would be an unpardonable 
breach of my promife if the flag we^e npt hoifie^ apd 
the guns fired ; as 1 fhould nevisr have advertifed tq^ 
th^ purport, if LoRp ELPHiijr&TONE had.npt affi|re4. 
me they might be obtained* 1 h^ fproiied a ve^y^ 
higl^ idea of the Major'^ c)ji9p<Ster from ^ fif ft 
moqtient I had the pleafure of bei^ introduced to: hitx);. 
his politenefs and httmanity? on this occafipa fully^ 
juftified my opinion : Ife immediately fent a meSage. 
to the New Battiry at Leith, fi)r a piece of ord^ 
nance to be carriefl up before HfiRRiOT'e; (fpsp^ 
•i^AZf » s^nd kindly inviting me to fup with hiip> d&>L 
%^ that every thing dtfe might be left to bis c^re. 

E a Thus 



Thus 'relieved- from my anitiety, J fpeat the night 
in peacefel^repofe, and awoke with the moff beautiful 
dawn I ever beheld ! 

*. " ..•' " " .. . ' . 

Hail to the rifmg Sun ! whofe chearful orb 

Spreads wide the day j whofe cloui.difpelling beams 

Shall paint wy pnffeas^ «nd iHume nryjw/ie'i 

All hail to the joyous Light ! I feel it in my foul ! 
?ind praife the leneficent Creator, whofe over-ruling 
power fo wifely, divided it from darknefs ! fafe in hh 
merciful proteftion, I will now hafte to prepare for 
the happy moment, when foaring ' through tracKlefs 
ether, I ihall taj:e a: mox^extenjiv^furvey of his Won* 

PIR.0UaW0B.KSt -' : 



Herriofs Garden^ 9 oUlockM 

I have juft received a card from the Major, in-* 
forming me that, as his interpofition in my behalf has 
proved fuccefsful, I may fend an order to have the 
flag hbifted when I think proper. 

I have ' not yet pofitively refolved to afcend ; for, 
^ough the weather is very favourable, the wind is 
contrary, and threatens to drive me into the German 
Ocean: But people of thefirft dlftinftion are every 
minute fending to enquire ■ my determination, Mr, 
CoRRi, an Italian friend, has received a mef&ge, 
from the Duice and Uuchess of Bucclbugh, to' 
l^^ow whethe;* I mean to make the experiment or not. 
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The cafe under its |prefent clrcumJdances, requirei 
fame deliberation.- At this moment what would I not 
give to purchafe your company; tobeaffiftcd by your 
advice !— One way or other I muft refolve. 



. . Half paji Eleven. 

There are numbers of very refpeftable people al- 
ready in the Garden. I have fent Mr. Corrz to ac- 
quaint their Graces, that 1 hope to be honoured with 
their prefence foon after one o'clock; and begged that 
he would order fome boats to be fent out from Lei^ 
in cafe of any accident, as the wind is ftill S» W, 

I have requeued the attendance of the military^ and 
ordered: the gun to be. fired and the flag hoifted* ...The 
fearof difappointing xltie pubjic curiqfityj which is now 
highly rAiM, has outweighed every other confidera*^ 
tion; ^nd, though th^ Lord .Prpvost gave me 4 
f refh proof of the moft flattering regard, by intim^i^ 
ting, that he would procure me the indulgence of the 
public by poftponing the day ; yet, with the utmofi 
gratitude for his kijidnefs, I declined the offer^ ai|d 
determined at all evet^.s to^afc^nd; hoping that fome. 
of the boats would take me up, .in cafe my deicent 
ftould be upon th^ ocean. 

Adieu ! my dear friend \ I muft now prepare to fill 
the Balloon. Do not let my fitters know any thing 
pf ^bis letter till you hear from m^ again. Credit not 

top 
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top l^ily any in.fomcDajtLioa you nxajr f??c$ivc^ ^pfi 
^^gjers; tbou^ I h^ye th^ ftrongefl hJopes t^e ^[(4 
^at v?^cj>^ you ^il|l be £ro,i;a 

VINCENT LUNARDI. 



LETTER VII. 

Gupar in Fife^ JVednefday evenings Q^oher 5. 

'^X 5yE>B. Ho^jjouRED Frieni?, 

MY pleafnre will not be complete, till I havo 
<perlbrmed the duties of gratitude, by writing 
i few lines both to you and to my well wifWs in 
Edinburgh; all of whom> and in particular the 
Lord Pit ovosiT, Sir William Forbe9» arid Ma-^ 
JoR Frazer, will be anxious for my fafety, as th^y 
ftiuft have obferved my courfe to be.dire6Uy over the 
Fjpth of Forth. 

I alighted gently, in a field at a place called- CsjiJEs, 
near this town^ after a moft dejightful a(id* glorious 
▼Oyage of 46 miUs^ 36 over thfe waur and io ovep. 
land^ and was received with the^ moft afie^ng de- 
monJftTations of joy* , 

Excufe me from writing any mor^; my next flialt 

Contain a full account of my excuriion : at prefent 

ijtiis will fuffice to remove the anexiety occafioned by 

lOy laft* I beg you will impart the good news to my 

fifteifSji 
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fiftnrs^ and sdSUte theth that j^sif^ gUff, ahd iitppiAefg 
i& coitl][»if« to Uds 

Your^ and tbeir^ affe^onate 

V. LUNARDL 



L E T T E 1 VIIL 

Mv Dear Frieni5, 

IN O W ftoceed to give ydtl the particuliw rf ihj? 
late glorions voyage, which in many relp6&Si ^i 
been the mbft remarkable I ever ihacde. 

At twelve o'clock, on Wedenefday the 5th of tliik 
toomh, I began the operatidn of filling the B al o'ok^ 
ttrith dn^ piipe from each of the cifterns, cdmmunica« 
ting with another to whi<Jh the Balloon was coa- 
ne£led : At two o'clock it Was fufficiently inflated ta 
carry me, with th^ biJIaft, ihftruments^ Sec. biit th& 
#Trid Aiil tontfmling to blow from the S; W.. 1 
iaftetied eight bladders to my car : then, having taken 
m661b. of ballaii, (everal ropes, a baiket of provi- 
fiotis^ fent me by Mrs. CoRki, and a cork jacket withi^ 
4^1rich I Wis furnifhed by Dr. Rae : I put on my 
f^imentals, ahd ordered the machine to be carried 
^ite to the eaftirn 'part of the area^ that tile Ladiei^ 
might have a bettftf view of the ^^i?«/5i;2* 

Befors 
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Sefore my departure, I fliook hands with Sir Wi't^ 
LiAM Forbes, and requefted him. to advertife, thaX 
I would make another experiment on the Wednef- 
day following, for the henefit of the CharitV 
Work-house. 

At forty 'Jive minutes pdjl ihi-ee I left the earth, with 
a confiderable rifing power, in order to clear the build- 
ings; but when I haJ arrived at the heighth of iioo 
Feet, and faluted the people below, I thought proper 
to check this power, by pulling the valve ind letting 
out fome of the inflammable air. 

At this period I excited fome anxiety in the minds 
of the fpeftators by lowering my flag, which is 40 feet 
fquare, and fattened to a firing 360 feet long ; this 
they interpreted as a'fignal ofdiftrefs. The baroniet^ 
t:JOw ftood at 28, and had fallen an inch fince my de- 
parture. At this elevation I fpent fome time iri con- 
templating the beauties of the fccne below, which were 
indeed beyond defcription! efpecially to thofe wha 
have never been in a fimilar fituation! The hills 
about Edinburgh appeared like/mall mounts raifed by 
afty and the extenjtve labours of the neighbouring far- 
mers as f6 mzny gar Jensy divided into little plots. Th^ 
CITY of GtASGOw I could plainly difiinguifli, and 
alfo the TOWN of Paisley ; as well as all thofe on 
hqthjtdesofthe Forth, the meanders of which, with 
the highways and riVers in the adjacent country, 
had exaftly the fame appearance as if laid down on a 
map; indeed every objefl: fe^med to leflen and recede 
from the e]^ much more than it would have, done i^ 
viewed at an equal diftance horizontally. 

My 
4 
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My attention was taken from thefe enchanting 
j)r6fpe£b by obferving myfelf to be perpendicular over 
the FrIth of Forth : I had been fo immerfed in 
contemplation that the Balloon had afcended 2000 
^/eet without my perceiving it ; and, had not the baro- 
hieter been fufpended as high as my head, I might in- 

fenfibly tiave fdared totally out of fight, 

I had not expended any of th6 ballaft, and ftill pof- 
fefled fome power of afcerifion, when I faw two boats 
together, and another about a gun fhot diftance, tow- 
ing very faft, arid, by the dafhing of their otirs, ma- 
king the water look like filver all around them : I now 
rccollefted the order 1 had given to Mr. Corri; but 
perceiving they had not gone- out to Largo, accord- 
ing to that order, and that there was a ship near 
the ISLAND of May, and another at no very great 
diftance, I thought proper to defcend, purpofely to 
difcharge the boats, and gratify my curiofity about 
the ISLAND of Inchkeith. The BALLoon turned 
on its^AXis all the time I defcended, and having low- 
ered it to within 500 feet of the water, I bid them ^ood 
bycj and told them that it was in vain attempting to 
keep up with me: then, throwing out a bagoffand, I 
immediately afcended ; and, after taking fome refrelh- 
ment, flung down a bottle: all this time I obferved 
that the Balloon was rifing gently with a diredlion 
due eaft* I then opened my bafket of provifions, but 
do not mean to tell ^oxx howl thanked the lady to 
whofe politenefs I was fo much indebted, fuffice it to 
fay, that I made a light but not inelegant repaft; 
afid tlieti entered a thin cloudy about half a mife in 

f length. 
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length, hfter my^ paflage through which I threw btit 
about three pounds of ballaft, as the Balloon had 
, loft its rifing power, and kept turning gently on its 
AXIS, Some fnow had fettled on it ; but, upon being 
re-expofed to the fun beams, this foon diflblved and 
dropt into the gallery. Being now above the cloud 
I perceived that it moved flower than the Balloon, 
which, to my viewj feemed perpendicularly over two 
black fpots; but I could not determine whether they 
were difmafted fhips, jor rocks near North Berwick, 
I imagined that the wind would carry me over land 
again; but, upon fixing the quadrant, found that 
I was yet at leaft two miles on the water. The flag 
did not now remain perpendicular, but inclined to th© 
eafiy about 20 yards beyond the Balloon, thedirediion 
of which leant a little to the zt/£/?, and the compass 
with it : Thus I perceived that there were two contrary 
CURRENTS of AIR : and, as it was very dangerous to 
remain in that with which I fet out, I refolved to try 
whether it was not practicable to return by the upper 
one, or at leaft be carried by it over land : However, 
to prepare for the worft, I took ofl^ my uniform and 
put on the cork jacket, and then threw out a 
whole bag of fand, on which the Balloon inftantly af- 
cended to an aftonifliing heiglit. At forty minutes af- 
ter three the barometer ftood at i8. 5. the thermometer 
at 34. and the detached one at 32; the balloon 
and FLAG in one direction, and, by the compass, 
the wind at eajl. 

When thus elevated I could plainly diftinguifli all 
flie NORTILLRN coAbT of BRITAIN ; but the clouds 

and 
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and mifts, towards the fouth and eajiy prevented my 
having any diftinft profpefts in either of thofe quarters; 
fo that the proud-fwelling German Ocean was 
wholly hid from my view; nor could I tell, by the 
direftion of the wind, whether I was receding from> 
or advancing towards it. 

jlt four iclock the Balloon began to defcend gent- 
ly and, for two minutes, I was enveloped in ^ cloud 
fo that I could not behold either the^/>j, earthy ox fe^t:. 
In three minutes I could plainly perceive myfelf to be 
two miles from fliore; and, ii^ another minute, the 
barometer had rifen, from its loweft ftation, to 20 
inches, on which I threw away another fmall bottle^ 
and fwcpt the remainder of the ff^nd pflFthe floor of 
the galleily: by this means I was enabled to pro- 
ceed in an horizontal direftion. 

I now faw the island of inch-keith on my left; 
the BALLOON and flag ftill continuing in one direftion 
and moving towards Largo : I was overjoyed to find 
myfelf fo near the completion of my wifties : the moft 
ardent hope could not have painted a more fuccefsfu 
journey, to the fanguine eye of bufy expedlation. 

Jtjix minutes ^ajlfoury perceiving by my quadrant 
that I was about half a mile over land, I took off my 
cork jacket with pleafure, put on my uniform, and 
finding my ftomach in fome degree affefted with the 
cold, drank a glafs pf cordial, which I muft own at 
this moment was not at all unfeafonable. Defcending 
very gently I had full leifure to contemplate the beau- 
tiful profpeft : I had not only a charming view of the 
Friths of Forth and Tay, with the towns on 
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wliich, with a franknefs too unguarded, yields itfeff 
to the fenlations of the moment. 

1 found the Town Hall full of Ladies, who 
upon my expreffiiig a defire to have the Balloon 
mended, vied with each other in lending their affift- 
ance to repair it ; fo that, in lefs than half an hour, it 
was as complete as ever. Delighted with this mark of 
attention, I told them, in the gaiety of my heartj 
that they deferved a reward for their labour; and, 
cutting a number of fmall fhreds from the Neck of 
the Balloon, prefented one to each of them : but 
what was my fatisfadlion when I beheld thefe trtfling 
TKgmentos receiwed with the moft animated Expiblesjio'ss 
of Reg ARD, and placed a$ little tr^afures in the Pocket 
Books ofthefe Fair Ones, ibme of whom honoured me 
fo far, as to promife that they would-have them fet 
for rings or lockets, to wear in remembrance of the 
event which introduced me to their acquaintance. 

After this agreeable incident, I was invited to dine 
with the Provost and Magistrates who pre- 
fented me with the Freedom of the Town. The 
Hospitality of thefe people is almoft incredible ! as 
one inftance of it, I muft inclofe you the tranfcript of 
a lettter fent me by Mr. Grace, Secretary to the 
Sc4vV^7 of Gentlemen Golfers. I was next ho- 
noured with a vifit from Lord Balgonie, who, in 
the name of his Father y Afother, and the whole family^ 
invited me to their houfe, where I hav^ experienced 
the utmoft hofpitality and pplitenefs ! The people 
oi ciyiincllon in Scotland, are bleft with elegance 
and happincfs, and know not that infatiable ambition 

which, 
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which, while it fwallows up every other comfort and 
endearment, of life, never fails to prove the bane of 
human blifs : 'Rieir enjoyments are chiefly thofe of 
the domeftic kind ; a virtuous and lovely Wife, the 
education and company of their Children, and focial 
joys, participated with their friend s,-conftitute their 
principal pleafures. 

The chaife is ready ; I muft quit this happy maii'- 
Jioriy and fet out for St. Andrew's, On my arrival 
at Edinburgh I fliall write you again: till then 
adieu ! and may the God of Goodnefs crown all your 
undertakings with fuccefs, equal to that which now 
fmiles upon 

Your fincerely afFe<5Honate 

VINCENT LUNARDI. 



To Mr. LUNARDI. 

SIR, 

<^ I am defired by the Gentlemen Golfers ju ft now 
** affembled here, to congratulate you upon your fafe 
** arrival on this fide of the Forth. The whole of the 
** Gentlemen here convened, and in particular thofe 
** whofe refidence is in the neighbourhood of Cupar, 
^* are extremely forry, that by reafon of their abfence, 
*' they have it not m their power to pay you that at- 
l ** tent ion 
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^* iention and refpec5t which yoii arc intitled to by 
** your nierit : They beg leave to follicit your pre- 
*« ience at St. Andrew's, which thjy i^irill confidcf 
" as a particular honour done them. 

*' I have the honour to be, for the Gedtlcmerf 
** Golfers, 

« Sir, 

*« Your mdft obedient and 
** very humble Servant, 

" StItart GrAce, 
'* Secretary to the Cluk 
t^ St. Andrews^ 6th OSidher 1785." 



LETTER VIII. 

Edinburgh^ OH. 15, 1 785. 
My ever Honoured Friend, 

I Hope your own heart will plead my excule, and 
fuggeft that foBie unavoidable neceiSty has obliged 
me to delay writing : when I refleft how many days 
have elapfed fmce I difpatched my laft Letter, I am 
aftoniftied at thtir appearing to fill fo fmall an in- 
terval of time ! The hours have pafTed by no fwifter 
than ufual, yet, to me their flight has been almoft 

imperceptible; 



K 4t ) 

Dftperccjtible ; fo fully has either bufineft br plcafurb 
bccupied every moment. 

A little after nbon I reached St. Andrews, where 
I dined with the Gentlenien Golfers, and after con- 
Verfing fome time about my lite fuccefsful voyage, I 
had the honour to be eledked a Member of the Club, 
and had the Freedom of the Town prefented to me 
by the Provost dnd Magistrates : all thefe 
ceremonies over, I was conduced to the Sail jRoontf 
where I found upwards of ico beatiiiful Ladies al^ 
iready ailembled. 

I had forgot t6 mention a fihgular accident which 
tiappened to me, on my entrance into Cupar, fimi^ 
iar to that which formerly befel Pope GANoANELLk 
4Dn his taking pofleflion of thb three kingdomis ; a 
gentleman, in the excefs of his joy, firing a gun tod 
near my hdirlb^ the animal lilras fo much frightened^ 
that be threw nKs, and fell with coniiderable force 
ibpdn my knee : I did not, at that moment, feel much 
inconvenience, but in the night-time I fuffered ex- 
tremely, and the next day could fcarcely walk : but 
the fight of fb many beautiful Ladies ^hilerated my 
fpirits to fuch a degree, that, though not yet quite re- 
tovered, I totally forgot my recent misfortune, and 
could not refrain from dancing a minudt with One 
of the lovely daughters of youi- old acquaintance. 1 
flo not recoUedb evfer to have fpent a Wore agreeable 
fcvening. 

Next morriiiig I vifited the Unitrerfity, which Is a 
tioble inftit\ltion, furnifhed with a good library, and 
foQie Y^ yaluable ancient manufcripts. The remains 
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that tbwarfs the weftern Highlands there are fom^ 
Dniidical temples, hut of this I am not certain. 

The Town of St. Andrew's is refpe<9;able on man^fs 
accounts, and abounds with antiquities i I can aflure 
you I feel great pleafure in being a Burgefs ; and it 
was with regret I took my leave, after having amufed 
inyfelf for fome time with the Gentlem^ GqtFRns^ 
at their diverfion. 

On Sunday laft about eleven o'clock ^t night I 
reached Edinburgh, where, for about a couple of 
.hours, I regaled my mind with reading the great 
number of Letters, Cards of congratulation, Com^ 
pliments and Invitations which had been, left at my 
Lodgings. 

My firft vifits were to.thofe Gentlemien, who, as I 
have already related, had interefted themfelves in be-- 
half of my undertaking : they now exprefled the moft 
fincere and heart-felt fatisfadkion for my fuccefs, and 
felicitated themfelves on their exertions in my favour. 
The two following days I had th^ honour of being 
vifited, in my own appartments, by a great number of 
Gentlemen; and, as I walked through the ftreets^ 
was attended by many hundreds of people, who viewed 
me with filent Aftonifhment ! 

A report had been circulated that the expence of 
my new apparatus would entirely deprive me of a.ny 
profits arifing from my experiment and exhibition ; 
in confequ,en6e of which, my good friends, without 
acquainting me, had opened a fubfcription to makei 
yp the deficiency. As a further inftance of libera- 
^ty, I fend you the copy of a letter which I received,^ 

♦ - - • 
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in aAfwer to my prppofal of ^fcending for the henefil 
qf the Chanty fVork-houfe. 

f^ToVINQENT I^UNARDI, Eso; 

f< S I R, Edinburgh. 

*f The Managers of the Charity Work-houfe re- 
^* ceived, by Sir William Forbes, your generous of- 
^* fer of exhibiting an afcent in your Balloon for the 
** benefit of the Public Charity of this City, and 
*^ they fincerely return you thanks, in the name of 
f? the community, for your benevolent in^ntion, 

<* At a meeting of the Managers, called this day' 
f* in confequence of your oflFer, they were unani- 
*^ moufly of opinion, that, h'owever much they were 
** inclined to ferve the caufe of the indigent and un- 
f* foi*tunate, yet they could not think of any indivi- 
*f dual riiking his life for fuch a purpofe^ v 

** If any thing adverfe ftiould happen, they could 
5* not fail to be greatly diftrefled, and their condudt 
^* might be blamed by their fellow citizens. 

*^ They are of opinion, that your fortitude and 
^* magnanimity, in exhibiting fo new, hazardous, and 
** expenfive an experiment, fliould be amply re- 
J* warded by the public ; and the emoluments that 
** can be derived will be but a poor compenlation. 

** They heartily wiih yo\;i all fuccefs : And I am, 
«* for the Managers, 

" Sir, 

<* Your humble fervant 

\^ WILLIAM Creech, Prefes.* 
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On Wednefday laft I was made a Member of th# 
Royal Archers Company ; and on the Thurf- 
day following, had the wiflied for honour of being 
prefented with the* Freedom of thje Metropolis by the 
Lord Provost and Magistrates; on both thefe 
occafions I was moft fplendidly entertained : in ihort, 
it is impoflible to exprefs in adequate terms, the fa- 
vours which have been heaped upon me, or my fenfa- 
tions of gratitude : The latter you will mcft eafily 
conceive, as your Inftruflions alone have ferved to 
' imprint them upon my heart, whence no power can 
ever erafe them ! Were it poffible to do that, the 
politenefs and attention of the Scots might tempt 
me to forget my friends in England ; but reafon 
fentiment, and the involuntary impulfe of the foul, 
call aloud for an equal divifion of my acknowledge- 
inents, and bid me not be unmindful of paft favours. 

As the Edinburgh Burges Ticket may per^ 
haps afford you fome pleafure, I flialltranfcribe it, 
that you may be acquainted with the very great 
honour they do me in mentioning the occafion of my 
being prefented with it. 

« At E D I N B U R G H, 

" The Twelfth Day of 06l:ober, One ThoufaniJ 
<« Seven Hundifed and Eighty-five 

" Which day, the Right Hon. James Huntfir Blair 
*^ Lord Provoft, James Dickfon, James Gordon, 
^< Thomas Sanderfon, and ^George Schaw, Efquires, 
« Bailies, William Galloway, Efq, Dean of Guild, 
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<* and James Eyre, Efq. Treafurer, all of the City of 
<< Edinburgh, in Common Council Aflembled: In 
** Teftimony of their Senfe of the undaunted Courage 
<< of Vincent Lunardi, Efq. of Lucca, in Afcending in 
<' a Balloon, and paffing the Frith of Forth to Fif*^ 
" with the Wind at South Wejiy at the manifeft rifle 
*^ of being Blown into the German Ocean, Admitted 
<* and Received and hereby Admit and Receive him ^ 
*' Burges and Guild Brotherof the faid City, Extradled 
<* forth of the Council Records of the faid City, 

« By Jos. Williamson.'* 

Enclofed you have the Copy of a Letter written by 
the Gentleman who faw me defcend at Ceres ; it 
will enable you to form fome idea both of the qua- 
lities of his head and heart, as well as his feelings on 
this occaiion ; I tranfmit this with the more pleafure, 
becaufe he has already publiflied it in the newfpaper. 

Adieu ! my revered friend ; I fear to weary your 
patience with fuch unmerciful long letters ; but, 
when thus converfing with you, unlefs the intruder 
bufinefs commands my attention, I cannot quit my 
pen till I have informed you of every circuniftanc^ 
that touches, and every thought that rifes in th« 
foul ot 

Your 

V. LTjNARDL 






I 

s 

Copy of the Rev* Mr. ARNOT'S LETTEi* 

To ibe Printer of the Edinburgh Evening Couranh 

S I R^ Manfe ^f Ceres, 6«6 0*5. i785i 

<^ THE following account of Mr. Lunardi's de-^ 
fcent near this place^ will, perhaps, contribute a little 
towards gratifying the curiofity of the publicj and 
imay not be unacceptable to youir readers. 
• <' Yefterday afternoon the iky being cte^r, and d 
gentle breeze blowing from S. S, W, whilft I was 
overlooking the flacking of fome corns in my barn- 
yard, a boy, who was ftanding by me, took notice o£' 
what he thought to be a hawk foaring at a very great 
and uncommon height. After looking attentively at 
the obje£l, which appeared due fouth from me, and 
evidently higher than fome thin clouds wliich were 
floating near it, I was convinced it was no bird. At 
this time, which was about five minutes before four 
o'clock, it had the appearance of a globe or ball of fix 
inches diameter, and feemed fufpended without m6^ 
tion : This was owing to its furprifing and almofl in- 
credible degree of elevation, and to its moving di-^ 
te&\y towards me. As I knew Mr. Lunardi vras to 
afcend at Edinburgh ou Wednefday the 5th inftant^ 
and as the wind blew direftly from Edinburgh towards 
Ceres, I was perfuaded that the objedb which pre- 
fented itfelf to view w:ts Mr. Lunardi's Balloon, t 
then called upon my neighbours and acquaintances 
to come and fee the aerial traveller ; they thought me 
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in joke, but upon my afTuring them that I was ferious^ 
they came out and faw the objedl: which I pointed out 
to them, but could not bring thenifelves to believe it 
was Mr. Luhardi. Whilft we gazed, the intervening 
clouds two or three times intercepted our view ; and> 
as the fialloon came out from behind thd clouds, ther 
rays of the fun rcfledted front the weft fide of it, gave 
it the appearance of the moon feen by day light, five 
or fix days after the change. 

" About ten minutes after four the Balloon began 
to defcend, and got below .the clouds ; it now afiumed 
an oblong figure, and appeared much larger : The 
baiket and flag alfo became vifible. Multitudes now 
got fight of it, and the whole country was alarmed • 
As it drew near the earth, and failed along with a kind 
of awful grandeur and majefty, the fight gave much 
pleafure to fuch as knew what it was, but terribly 
alarmed fuch as were unacquainted with the nature o£ 
this celeftial vehicle, if I may ufe the phrafe. 

*' About twenty minutes after four Mr Lunardi 
caft out his anchor, and the Balloon refled n6ar the 
Goal town of Callinge, on the eft ate of the Hon* 
John Hope, Efq; a mile eaft from Cefes, add between 
two and three miles fouth eaft of Cupcr in Fife* 
Mr. Robett Chriftie, fener of Callinge, happened to 
be near the place, and he immediately came up to 
him, enquired after his fafety, and affifted him in get- 
ting of out the bafket and in fecuring the Balloon; A 
vaft multitude from every quarter foon aflembled^ and* 
gazed with aftoniihment on the daring adveilturer. 

*' Ten minutes after he had reached the ground^ 
I came to the place^ and gave dire£tions to th^ people 

H who 
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trbo w^ prefent to affifl htm in getting the Balloon^ 
Emptied, and getting it with the nettings baiket, an^ 
Other apparatus^ fafely packed up and pat into a cart: 
Every one gave his a^ance cheeifally^ and the 
virhole machinery was conveyed away in iafety* ' 

'^ A great number of gentlemen from different 
placed in the neighbourhood came quickly togetbery 
and feemed to vie with one another in the marks of 
attention and civility which they fhewed Mr. Lunardi«r 
They in a botfy' attended him to Ceres, where he* 
was received with tfie acclamations of a prodigious^ 
ituiltitu^ his flag being;, carried in proceffion b^re 
I^m, and the church bell ringjing in honour of fuch a: 
vifitant. After drinking a ftvr glafle^ of wine at th^ 
Manfe, and receiving there, and alia in the faoufe q£ 
Mr. Melvill, the compliments of a great number of 
Ladies^and Gentlemen^ he fet out for Cupar about 
fevex# o'clock, in confequence of a& invitatiba firomr 
the Ld'rd Provoft and Magiftrates of that town, where 
he was received with the ringing of bell» mid the ac* 
clamatibns of thoufandt. 

<< Mr Lunardi gtves^ the fcAowing. account of hie' 
voyage: He afcended at Edinburgh, a little beforet 
three o^cIock afternoon : the Balloon after rifing took 
a north;-eaft dire£^ion, and near to the tffiand of Inch* 
keith came downi ahnoft to the fea ; he then threw^ 
out feme ballaft, 3XiA the Balloon rofe higher than be* 
fore ; a curroit of wind from the weft carried hint 
eaft near to North Berwick-; a diffisrent current then; 
changed his courfe and brought him over betweenr 
Leven and Largo; after this a fouth-weft breeze 
brought him to the place where he defcended. 

« When? 
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<* When the Balloon was at its highefi elevation, 
die barometer flood at i8 inches ^^, Mr. Lnnardi 
at this time found no difficulty in refpi ration. He 
pafled through feveral clouds of fnow, and loft fight at 
times both of fea and land. The thermometer w?s 
below the freezing poi^t, and he found himfelf very 
xold from the ehilly» air Whick fiirrounded him. His 
•excurfion took up about 9x1 hour and ap half; and it 
^Rnoold appear he pafled over upwards of forty miles of 
fea> and about ten of land* Thi« aerial voyage, the 
£rft that has been made in Scotland, is nuch talked 
of, and will be long remembered in this place : It k 
propofed to difttnguifli, by fome lafting monument, 
the place on wfakh Mr. Luaardi alighted. 

^ This day Mr. Lunardi, with ieveral goitlemeu 
vdio attended him on the night of his arrival, was ele- 
gantly entertained at dinner by the Proyoft and Ma- 
giftrates of Cupar, and afterwards prefented with the 
freedom of the burgh. In the evening he fet out for 
Melvill houfe, the feat of tl^e Right Hon. the Earl of 
Leven ; and to-morrow he intopds to v^fit the ancient 
jcity of St. An4rew's* 

I (Sim, &:c. 

Robert Aenot.^ 
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LETTER X. 



Dear Sir, 



Edinbur^hy Q^. !!• 1785. 



I A M juft now favoured with a Letter and Di- 
ploma from Sir James Lumsdaine, conftituting 
me a member of a very refpedkable Society, called 
Knights Companions of the Beggar* 5 Bennifon : and I 
am the more elated with this new honour, as I un- 
derftand that my Patron the PRiiicE of Wales had 
the fame conferred upon him a few months ago; I 
cannot now explain to you the enigmatical meaning 
of the Beggar's Bennifon, but fhall endeavour to do it 
ad aures : the following tranfcripts muft gratify your 
curiofity for the prefent. 



Tq VINCENT LUNARDI, Es<^ 
At Walker's Hotel, Edinburgh. 

» 

SIR, 

** A S it feems to be fet in for fine weather, I hope 
to fee you in Fife to-morrow : But in cafe I fhould 
not again have that pleafure, 1 have admitted you a 
Knight Companion of the moft ancient and puijfant order 
of the Beggar^ s Bennifon^ and with this have fent yoi; 
your diploma. 

" Captain Erskine and my Brother, Major 
J^^UMSDAiNEj make offer of beft poqpipliments to you 

« Th^t 
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^< That the Beggar's Bennifon may ever attend fiieh 
bold adventurers, is the fincere wifti of 

Sir, 

Your moft humble fervant 

Jas. Lumsdaine.** 

<^ Innergellte near Anjiruther^ 
lOth Oeiober 1785." 

" P. S. f fliall be glad to hear you have received 
this. J. L." 

Diploma of the Beggar's Bennison, 

Jas, Lumsdaine, ,prefes, 

^^ By the Supreminently Beneficent, and Superla- 
tively Benevolent Sir James Lumfdaine of Innergellie, 
Sovereign of the moft Ancient and moft Puiflant Order 
of the Beggar's Bennifon, and Merryland, in the 
Thirteenth Year of his Guardianftiip, and in that of 
the Order 5785. 

•^ Having nothing more fincerely at heart, than the 
happinefs and profperity of our well -beloved fubjefils, 
the inhabitants of our celebrated territories of Merry- , 
land, and the encouraging of trade, manufafturies, 
and agriculture in that delightful Colony : And 
whereas, We are fully fatisfied, That Vincent Lunardi 
armigerum lucanjts^has all manner of Inclination, as well 
as fu£Bcient Abilities, an4 other neceflary Qualifications, 
for promoting thefe noble and laudable purpofes, and 

willing 
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willing that fuch bold Adventurers fliouid have all 
fuitable encouragement ; We do herd>y create, admitt 
and receive him a Knight Companion of the moft 
ancient and moft puiflant Order of the Beggar's Ben- 
nifon and Merryland, by the name, ftile, and title of 
Sir Vincent Lunardi^ to be ufed and enjoyed by hin^ 
in all time coming ; with ou^ full powers and privi- 
ledges of ingrefsj egrefsj and regrefsy from and to, and 
to and from all the harbQur$, havens, creeks, and 
commodious inlets upon the coafts of oilr faid extenfive 
territories at his pLeafure, and that without payment 
of toll, cuftom, or any other taxes or impofitionij 
whatfoever. 

** Done at the Beggar^ s Bennlfon Chambers of An^^ 
TRUTHER, upon this tenth day of the month, knowi| 
to the vulgar by the name of Odlober. 

<* Witnefs, I the Recorder, 

<« P,Pt-ENPj:KLEJTH, D.R,'* 

I ihall fet out almoft immediately for K£L6o ; it i$ 
Slow the time of the Races, and I atn invited thi^hef 
by the Caledonian Hunter^. I have fent my 
apparatus before me, and, if no accident intervenes, 
my next ihall inform you pf another excursion ; and, 
iconfequently, of w addition to the pleafures which 
in this happy country, continually circulatj^ round 
mc, and bring a thoufand reafonable joys t^ the heart 
of 

Your affedlionate 

V. LUNARDI. 

3 
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L E T t fe R Xt 

Kelfoy 0/loter 20, 178^5. 
My fioiioirRED Friend. 

IEfiD not propofe to write ^galn till I hadaf- 
cended from Kelso; but tim6> tempts me with ^ 
few leifure mbments, and I am thoroughly convinced! 
that I cannot employ them better than in correfpond^ 
ing with my worthy Guardian. 

1 have novip been four days her^ three of which I 
ffave p^ in preparing for my aerial voyage, and every 
thing being in readinefs IdiA night, I went this morn* 
ing, in high fpirfts, to anvufe myfelf at the race 
ground. 

The weaUxer was fine 2»id the concourfe of peopieu 
very confiderable ; the box was" crowded with the 
moft refpedkable company, but the number of ladies 
was iefs thafn I exoe^led. 

The races afforded me much entex^tainment, for 
though but few horfes enteried, they were very fwift^ 
and the riders excellent. 

My attention however was more ftrongjy fixed up- 
on a match between the Duke of Hamilton and 
Robert BaIrd, Efij; both of whom rode their owr> 
horfes. Neve* did I behold a more admirable fpe6ta- 
cle ! My ideas rolling back through the wide channel 
©fhiftory, reverted to the Grecian states in the 
meridian of their glory : Methought I faw two heroes- 
contending for the prize ib the Olympic Games ! Star- 
ting from the barrier they fkimmed lightly over the 
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plain hailed by an univerfal burft of applaufe ! equally 
rapid the two couriers moved as if both were animated 
and direfted by the fame fpirit. Expeflation fixed the 
croud awhile in filence; but foon the murmurs began 
to rife : at firft, gentle as the founds from a well regu- 
lated hive of bees, they feerhed but to float on the 
wind, by degrees the noifes encreafed ; and now the 
Ihouts of admiration and encouragement, the loud 
articulations of hope, the exclamations of joy, cla^ 
mours of fufpenfe rent the very air ! A few moments 
were likely to determine the vidtory; the Duke and his. 
jlntagonift exerted their utmoft efforts ; their horfes 
flew, and fcarce appeared to touch the earth. Every 
eye was fixed upon them, and every heart panted as^ 
agitated in favour of one or the other of thefe eager, 
competitors. The goal was in view; they darted 
forward with the velocity of lightning, and both 
reached it at the fame infl:ant, without the leafl: per- 
oeptible difference ! The race was fl:ill undecided ; the 
jpalm of glory was not yet awarded. They ftarted 
again ; again the fame applaufe, the fame emotions 
took place : every one was anxious to fee the termina- 
tion of a conteft fo nobly parfued ; once inore they 
touched the ^0^/ at Mossa, and now only differed by 
the breaft of one of the animals. 
>»^"^ I cannot exprefs the pleafure I took in this fight ! 
more efpecially as it was to me quite new and fur-* 
prizing, as you know, in Italy, people of rank never 
ihew themfelves to the public in fuch a confpicuous 
manner : frankly fpeaking, I own I highly approve 
this cuftom, becaufe it mufl: in d ihort time caufe the 
gentlemen of ^il^indlion to excel in horfemanfliip. 

The 
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The races here ate fupported by fubfcriptton ; the 
dENTLEMt)^ bring L ADis^ along with ^em^ they alt 
dine together ; aftef #hich the latter retire to drefs, 
and are the firft to enter the ball*room^ whither 
they are foon followed by the OENTtBMfiK. It i^ not 
uncommon, in this fmall comitry town, to fiilB, tfi 
the evening, a moft biilliant and numerous aflem* 
Wy. 

The happinefs I here enjoy does not proceed merel|r 
from the civilities and attentions hourly {hewn met 
but from the many opportunities of obferving manners 
and cuftoms calculated to preferve the peace and wel'^ 
&re, and heighten the pleafures of a focial and deferv- 
ing people : There is but one refle&ion to damp mj 
joys, you are not here to (hare them with 

The too fortunate 
VINCENT LUNAfeDt 

P. S. My next Ikall, t hope, give you the piftitfid- 
iars-ofmy Aeriel Journey, of which yoiiiieedbe trii* 
4e^ no appr^henfion as this is an inland town. 
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LETTER XlL 

My DEARKiUARDiAK, Edinburgh, 

ON my return to KelsO I inftantly wrote down 
the particulars of my voyage, intending to tranf* 
xhit them to you without lofs of time ; I was however 
prevented by the impatience of the people there, who 
tianded them from one to another till at laft they got 
Into the public News-paper. That I may gratify mf 
wifties therefore, in making known to you the circum- 
ftances of my journey as fpeedily as poffible, I fhall^ 
without ceremony, infert what appeared in the Kelfo 
paper, which you may credit as every way authentic* 

KELSO. 

<f Laft Friday being the day appointed for Mr. Lunardi 
to afcepdfrom the Church-yard here, about ii o'clock 
forenoon two cannon were.firpd to give notice that 
he had begun to fill the balloon, the procefs of which 
fucceeded to admiration. At half paft twel ve two guns 
were fired as a fignal that the balloon could fupport it- 
felf. At one o'clock other two guns were fired, as a 
fignal for the attendance of the ladies and gentlemen, 
as his departure was approaching. A quarter before 
two o'clock, the balloon being fufficiently inflated, he 
attached the car to it, and put therein a bafket full of 
jfjrovifion, four bags of dtj fand for ballaft, a grapple, 
feveral fmall ropes, a barometer, thermometer, com- 
pafs, quadrant, &c. He then got into the car^himfelf, 
and ordered the balloon to be carried Into the middle 
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of the Church-yard, and giving the fignal for twp 
guns to be fired, he rofe perpendicularly from thence^ 
at two o*clock precifely, in a grand and moft majeftiQ 
manner. Immediately on the rifing of the balloon^ 
Mr. Lunardi flood up in the car, took off his h^t and 
bowed to the fpeftators. At a greater . height, he 
threw out his flag, which is 48 fquai:e feet, and wai 
fattened to the car by a cord of 150 feet in length. About 
ten minutes paft two, he entered a thin cloud, which 
pretty much obfcured the balloon, but he foon came 
but of it. At 21 minutes paft two he entered another 
cloud, in which we loft fight of him about four minuteS| 
but the flag was ftill difcfernible below the cloud* 
When he again became vifible, he was feen going be- 
low all the clouds horizontally to the eaft. About ^o . 
minutes paft two, he was loft to the n^ed eye though 
feveral with glafTes fay they faw him longer. 

To thofe who were not prefent, it is impofldble to 
give any idea of the beauty and grandeur of the fpeSioL^ 
cle, which could only be exceeded by the cool and in-^ 
trepid manner in which the adventurer condudled him* 
felf; and indeed he appeared more at his eafe than the 
greater part of the fpedlators. The multitude aiOem^ 
bled was very great, but had the day of his afcenfion 
been generally known in the country, we doubt much 
if the Church-yard, large as it is, could have contain- 
ed all that would have been afTembled on the occaflon. 
So anxious were all ranks to be prefent, that, although 
it was market-day, moft of the Ihops were fhut b^ 
one o'clock* 

The balloon, which contained about 500 yardi of 
Jtiiffety filk, was ihaped like a pear, ^33 feet high, np4 



43 in diameter, wiA ^ nettiog. over k^ aad flbripni 
with different colours* The car had a hottom of thiu 
I^pardy with a fmall netting round it, oroainented ai; 
the top. with pink iiik^ fringed with gold lace« Mr» 
l^unardi wa& drefled in fcarlet. 

Mr. Lunardi has favoured us with the foUpwlog 
particulars of his voyage, which is the fecond that iM 
heen performed in Scotland :^ 

^f As foon as he gQt up, he co^Id plainly p^rceiv^ 
the fea, and that his courfe was; towards it. Twenty 
minutes after his afcending with his. balloon, he got 
into a cloud, and loft %ht of the earth ; he might 
have gone through it to enjoy the higher region, whei'^ 
there is always a fine clear Iky, but thought proper 
tQ keep himfelf down, to give ploaft^re to the fpeda* 
tors. At 25 minutes paft two, h^,w.as.only 4000 feet 
above the fiwrface of the earth; he then obferving the 
^.to be about 10 miles from him, he began t» alcend 
higher, and when at the height of 6cxX3 feet, the weft 
wind above was ftronger than below. He went 
through the cloud, and for two minutes .obf^rved the 
c;leari>efs of the £ky abpv^, and the thicknels of th« 
4^1904$ beneath: his intention w«^ to go in fearchof aur 
other current of air, but having no figpnals above for it, 
and being fo near the fea, he thought proper to come 
}n fight of the earth again, which he .effedled ip 3 
ininutes^ At three o'clock p^ecifely, he was no higher 
than 3OCO fipet from thp furface of the earth, and went 
horizontf^Uy at that height for five minutes ; he then 
l)egan to defcend, as he thought the fea to be no mora 
tJJe^n a mUe froi^ hiffiv At «9 miputes after three, he 
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anchored on Doddington Moor^ aboui four milef 
north-eaft of Wooler^ where feveral country people 
were coUefted, but they were afraid to approach himi 
he called to them, and after repeated entreaties, they 
at length came up to him. Mr. Lunardi then enquir- 
ed how far he was from the fea, and they toM him 
four miles. Here Mr. Strother Ancrum, who had 
followed him on horfeback for two miles, came up and 
Ihook hands with him. He defired fix of the country 
people to draw him with the ropes to Berwick^ but af- 
ter having carried him about two miles, the wind 
blowing frelher, and in an oppofite diredtion, the men 
lyerenot able to hold the balloon. He came down in 
a field at Baremoor, where he emptied the balloont 
with the afliftance of the people, who were coming 
from every quarter. When Mr. Lvmardi alighted, W 
had 6olbs. of ballaft remaining, which made him re* 
gret much his not being able to proceed father onac-* 
count of the fea being fo near.** 

** Amongft the people who came to congratulate^ 
liis fafe defcent, Mr. Lunardi took much notice of the 
two Mifs Halls of Thornton, Mils Wilkie of Dod- 
dington, and Mifs Car of Newcaftle. — He gives muclv 
prtife to Mr. Richard Thompfou of Baremoor, who^ 
after giving Mr. Lunardi every affiftance in his power^ 
ordered the balloon to be carried to his houfe, and po* 
litely infilled on Mr. Lunardi accepting of his horfe 
home. Mr. Lunardi fpent the night at Mr. Thomp- 
fon's boufe, where he was entertained in the moft hof- 
pitable manner, and after breakfaft fet off for Kelfoj^ 
where he arrived on Saturday at one o'clock afternoon, 
Ilf was.met upon the bri^e by a gaeat number of the 
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town's people^ and rode in triumph to the Crofs Keys 
Inn, with his flag difplayed on the top of the chaife, 
the hells ringing, drums beating, and the people huz- 
xaing, to welcome him on his arrivah 

** On Saturday he dined with Sir James Douglas, 
and fupped with the gentlemen of the Caledonian 
Hunt. On Sunday he was entertained by Sir James 
Pringlc at Stitchill, on Monday by Lord Home at 
Hirfel, and on Monday evening by our Antient Lodge 
of Free Mafons, of which he was admitted a 
Member. On Tuefday about noon he fet off for 
Einburgh. 

Mr Lunardi's courfe was "due eafi (till -the end, 
when he was carried a little to the fouth) continued aii 
hour and 20 minutes, travelled 25 miles, his higheft 
elevation, when above all the clouds, was 7700 

feet. 

About two hours ago I reached Edinburgh in 
good health, and could not permit the poll to depart 
without acquainting you with the whole tranfa^ftion* 
In my lodging I found feVeral letters ; in particular 
two from the moft rerpc<9:able people in Glasgow; 
inviting me thither : I mull therefore pay a vifit to 
that City as foon as pof&ble; and I hope, in a few 
ilays, to write you from thence, and alTure you onco 
more how much I am, and ever fliall be 

Your obliged and grateful 

V. LUNARDI, 
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LETTER Xni. 

My dearest Friend, Glafgcwh 

I AM already as well known In this City, as if I 
had reiided in it fome months. About feven 
o'clock in the evening I arrived here, and was im- ' 
mediately favoured with the vifits of fever al Gentle- 
men who had been witnefles to my afcent from 
Edinburgh, As I pafled through the ftreets in the 
morning, a thoufahd eyes were fixed upon me, and 
if I remained in view for any confiderable fpace, I had 
the pleafure of feeing the windows filled with eager 
beholders. 

My firft vifit was to the chief Magiftrate, who re- 
ceived me with the greateft civility, and feems a 
mighty honeft, worthy, and well-meaning Gentleman. 
I lodge at the Tontine Hotel, adjoining to which 
is the moft elegant Coffiee-Room I have feen in Eu- 
rope. The City of Glasgow is in general very 
neat : the ftreets broad, well paved, and interfering 
each other at right angles, give it a far more re- 
gular appearance than the Metiopolis. The people 
apply themfelves, with unceafmg induftry, to com- 
merce and manufa6kures, which are carried to fuch 
an extent as to make Glasgow juftly reckoned the 
richeji cttj in Scotland. 1 could not help alfo re- 
marking the great friendfliip and hofpitality which 
fubfifts in this part of Caledonia ; the inhabitants 
not only vifit each other frequently at their own 
houfes, but eaich ihop has fuch a conununicatbn wifh 
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.Its neighbofO; that every commercial tranfa^ion f^ 
prefently known through the whole cky ;• and hence 
any merchant is able to diredl one," with certainty, 
^^rhere.to find a piece of goods though he may not 
have it in his 6wn fhop. 

A few days after my arrival I became acquainted 
with one Mr. Ingram, who feems very much in- 
terefted in my behalf, and by him I was introduced 
to Mr* Frbkch, a merchant oC this place^ uncom* 
monly popnltf: for his generofity and oppenefs of 
heart; he was formerly Provoft of the City, and 
though another is how invefted with that dignity, ht^ 
Itifl retains the title of Provoft FrekcH. 

The Universi ry of GtASCOw is one of the cftoft 
compleat that can be imagined, well calculated for dkf" 
fufing every Branch of Science, and they have an ex- 
cellent Obfervatory charmingly fituated in their ex- 
tenfive garden. 

As this garden feemed to me the isoft eligible place 
for my afcent, 1 applied to the Profeflbrs for it ; but 
they in a polite manner declined granting my raqueft, 
on account of many young trees which might be i»- 
jured by the concourfc of people : 1 was therefore 
advifed to open a fubfcription for defraying the ex- 
pence; which accordingly was done three days fincey 
but it goes on flowly. 

I have had many rambles through the city, but cart 
find no place that will anfwer my purpofe : I do not 
like to run the hazard of lofing a con/tderakJe fum ; but, 
on the other hand, I am treated with fo much cor- 
diality and civility, that 1 know not how to refolve, 
(^ ^9QX once tQ clear my heart and head from any 
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difgraceful fefleftions; t)iit I am fully bent to ac- 
quaint you in my next With the final determination 
of 

Voiir 

VINCENT LUNARDI. 
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LETTER XIV. 

Glafgowj November 22. 1785. 
My Honoured FRiENOy 

EVERY thing is fettled and ready for my excur- 
fion ; and, if the weather proves favourable, I 
fhall go up to-morrow. 

The day after my laft was written, I went to St; 
Andrew's Church-yard, which indeed may be 
overlooked in every part, but the avenues are remark- 
ably well fenced ; for which reafon I thought it would 
be convenient, for all thofe who had purchafed 
tickets: I inftantly applied to the Magiftrates who 
very readily allowed me the ufe of it ; in confequence 
of which, I advertized that, without waiting for 
the fubfcription, I intended certainly to afcend on 
Wednefday, trufting that the Ladies and Gentlemen 
of Glasgow would not permit me to be a lofer by 
my afcenfion : and indeed I am already convinced that 
will not be the cafe, as I have been informed that, if 
the money arifing from the exhibition ftiall prove de- 
ficient, they will imniediately make up what is want- 
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ing ; and I know that, in the courfe of this day, tickets 
to the amouht of £fty Guineas have been difpo- 
fed of. 

By the defim of many principal inhabitants I have 
exhibited my Balloon in the Old Church Choir, 
where, it was no foencr inflated, than fuch a crowd of 
people aflembled as I do not ever remember to have 
feen in a place of the kind before : fo that, one way or 
other, money enough will mofl probably be col- 
le<5ied. 

I have alfo the pleafure to Inform you, that in con- 
fequence of an application, to CotoNEL Ferguson, 
Commander of the s^yth Regt* accompanied with a 
eard from the Magiftracy, I fliall be attended by a 
good number of. foldiers ; and during the procefs of 
filling the Balloon, the Band of the Regiment, will 
entertain the company with martial mufic. 

By a perufal of all my Letters, you will find that 
my fpirits have in general been raifed and deprefied 
alternately : Nothing, however, has been able to con- 
quer my refolution, and I have fo often flvewen my-* 
ielf fuperior to Misfortune y that I think fhe is by 
this time tired of perfecuting me; therefore I fub« 
{bribe myfelf as cool, colle£ted, and happy as ever^ 

Your iincere friend 

V. LUNAILDL 
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LETTER XV. 

Gldjgow, November 25, ^785. 
Dear S^r, 

SUCCESS has overpaid my expedations ! I am 
returned to the Careflef of my furrounding 
friends; and, in token of gratitude, fhall make a 
fecond afcenfion on Monday next : Yoa will imagine, 
that I ought now to be fufficiently acquainted with 
the air, and perhaps call this rage for flying mere mad" 
nefs; but give me leave to urge a child-hood proof, 
that whatever our ideas may be in the bud, they 
ihoot into habit ; grow as we grow, and wijth o\|r 
fouls expand, till they become abfoiutely conftitu- 
tional. When quite a fchool Boy, I ufed to look with 
contempt upon the creeping worm^ or /harel^borne 
beetle; while my eyes were fixed with rapture and ad- 
miration upon the bufy bee and glided dragon-fly : I was 
not fond of quadrupeds ; the tricks and gambols of the 
playful Squirrel, or the frolickfome carefles of the 
Spaniel, afforded me little or no amufement : but Birds 
were my delight ! I could liften to their fongs with in- 
expreflible pleafure, and with the moft eager attention, 
furv^y their rapid flight through the air ; they were 
objedls of my lov^ and envy : Is it then to be won- 
dered, that I court their company and emulate theic. 
mode of living? 

Previous, to the detail of my very fuccefsful expe- 
dition, I fhjjl infert a paragraph from the newfpaper, 
the publifher of which muft be a perfou who under- 
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ftands fomethlng of Aerostat ion, as he defcribes 
my apparatus better than any other writer that has 
attempted the fubjeft* 



AK AU THftNTIC 

C C O U N 

OF 

Mr. LUNARDTs Aerial Excursion 

From St, AndrevSt Church-Yard^ Glasgow, on 

Wednefday the 23^ injiant. 

ExtrtHfd from the Glasgow ADVERTitER, November 2S> I7S5. 

ON Wednefday laft Mr. Lunardi fulfilled his pro- 
mife in afcending in his aerial Car from this city. 
He came to the place appointed at eleven o'clock fore- 
noon, in company with the Officers of the 27th Regt, 
preceded by the Mufical Band, and followed by all 
the foldiers under arms. After they had taken their 
ftations at proper places, every thing was got ready 
for beginniug the operation about twelve. The Bal- 
loon was fufpended at the eaft end of St. Andrew's 
Church, by a rope ftretched between the top of the 
Church and the ground at fome diftance. Three very 
large calks with iron hoops were funk to fome depth 
in the ground, for the purpofe of containing the oil 
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of vitriol and iron neceflary for the operation. Thefe 
calks were furniflied with large tin tubes, which, paff- 
ing through a large veflel of water to cool the va- 
pour, united into one, round which the mouth of the 
Balloon was tied. Upwards of a tun weight of. iron 
ihavings were divided among- the cafks, and five or fix 
tuns of water along with them. A large tub lined, 
with lead in the under part, with a hole in the bottom, 
was ufed as a funnel. This hole was clofely ilopt 
up with a flick, until the quantity of oil of vitriol 
deftined for each caik was put into it ; when, by pul- 
ling out the ftick, the whole quantity rufhed in at 
once. There was fixteen large bottles of oil of vitriol 
ufed, in all containing upwards of 2000 pounds. On 
mixing fuch a quantity of hetrogeneous fubftances to- 
gether, a tumult, effervefcence, and heat, were in- 
flantly generated to fuch a degree as cannot be con- 
ceived by thofe who have not been eye witnefles of fi- 
milar operations. The vapour inftantjy iflued out 
with great velocity, and afcending in the Balloon, be- 
gan to fwell it firft at the top, fo it became quite 
round and full there, while the under part remained 
quite flacid. By degrees the fwelling proceeded down- 
wards, and the net with which the Balloon was co- 
vered began to embrace it clofely. About half an hour 
after twelve it was inflated fufficiently to carry its 
own weight, fo that the rope by which it was fuf-t 
pended became no longer neceflary, and was ther&- 
fofe taken away. The wind ftruck one fide of it 
confiderably, which rendering the operation of filling 
fomewhat difficult, it was pulled down by means of 
the net atid cords aflixed to it, as clofe to tlie 
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Mi-. Lunardi ; and invited the principal jterforis, wficr 
were ftrangers, to dine with him in the Tontine, 
among whom was the Eatl of Loudoun ; and an Af- 
fembly was held in the evening. 

*^ While the Balloon was filling the company were 
entertained by the MuCcal Band of the aytft Regt. 
juft now quartered here, who played a quick March 
as he went up. It is computed that there were up- 
wards of 100,000 fpedlators aflembled on this occafion. 
among whom were the greateft number of Ladies ever 
feen in Glafgow, who were all very much interefted 
in Mr, Lunardi's fafety. As no accounts of his land- 
ing arrived on Thurfday, many people began to fear 
fome fatal accident, but their apprehenfions were 
happily difpelled on Friday by the following letter t^ 
Colpnel Fergufon : 



Edlnhur^h^ Friday Mornings 1 1 o'clock, 

^^ SIR, 

^* I have the honour to inform you, that at 4a 
minutes after three o'clock on Wednefday evening, I 
touched the ground upon high hills, where the wind 
being very frefh, the cable gave way, and I loft th« 
great anchor and flag ; the Balloon being then lighter 
afcended to a confiderable height, and entirely loft 
fight of the earth. At 55 minutes after three I finally 
defcended about two miles to the eaft of Alemoor on 
the watfsr of Ale, in Selkirkfliire, and luckily met 
with Mr. and Mrs. Chifliolm, who were riding on the 
iQouataixis in their way home from a vifit; and th« 
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Lady took my place (being lighter) in the Balloon, 
went three miles io. it. 

*' Yefterday I was entertained by the Gentlemen of 
Hawick, and the Magiftracy prefented me with the 
freedom of the town. 

** This morning I reached Edinburgh, and to-mor- 
row at twelve o'clock at noon, I hope I ihall have the 
honour to return you viva voce my flncere thanks, as 
I do with my pen, for all your kindnefs. I have the 
honour to be, &c. 

Vincent Lunardi.'* 

<^ According to his promife in this letter, Mr. Lu- 
nardi arrived with his Balloon in this city, about half 
an hour after twelve o'clock on Saturday ; and was 
entertained at dinner by the principal merchants, and 
yefterday by the oiEcers of the 27th Regt." 



At five minutes before two, by my watch, I 
parted from the ground, bujt could not judge of the 
afcending power of the Balloon, by reafon of its 
waving with the wind, which was pretty high. Be- 
ing therefore apprehenfive of its again defcending to 
the ground, I threw out two bags of fand in the very 
church-yard, after which I afcended with great ve- 
locity, and faluted the very refpeftable and brilliant 
company whom I had left, and the multitude of fpec- 
tators who were affembled all round, by lowering my 
^ag about fixty feet from the bottom ot the gallery, 
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It was now exaftly two o'clock, when I entered a 
very thick but fmall cloud ; on which I pulled ther 
valve in order to defcend below it, but the afcending 
power was too great, fo that I continued to rife for 
fome time longer. 

On my coming again in fight of Glafgow, I found 
the compafs had fhifted ^\ ; the wind being N. W# 
I now pafled through higher clouds, and at five mt- 
flutes after two, faw Hamilton about two miles dif- 
tant. The Balloon had now loft its rifing power, thd' 
rarefication of the air having expelled a great quan- 
tity out of it. 1 could fee Lanark very well, but it 
was foon intercepted by a fmall and thick cloud* 
Finding myfelf defcending, I threw out half a bag of 
fand ; but that proving infuflScient, I threw down 
the whole, on which the Balloon ftood motionlefs 
for about two minutes, and then began to afcend at a 
good rate. I entered a thick cloud about three^ 
quarters of a mile perpendicular, when I could neither 
fee heaven nor earth, being m fhort involved in an 
ocean of clouds, which about a mile above me I per-? 
<;eived were of different and beautiful colours. 

While involved in thefe clouds, I dined, and ha- 
ving emptied one bottle of its contents by making a 
a hole in its fide, as I could not uncork it. I threw 
it down altogether, and heard it whittle as it de- 
fcended, for 35 feconds. The wind was now due 
fouth by the compas, and, being extremely fatigued 
and fleepy, having fcarce refted three hours the pre^ 
ceding night, I lay down in the bottom of the gal- 
lery. That I might not, however, incur any danger 

by 
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by fleeping in this extraordinary fituation, I faften^ 
a fmall ftillyard to a piece of rope, and this to the 
neck of the Falloon, fo that it was fufpended about a 
foot diftance from my face. The Balloon was at this 
time keeping itfelf quite full by the rarefadlion of air; 
and I was fure, that when it began to defcend it mivft 
become flaccid, and confequently longer, fo that the 
ilUlyard would hit my face and awake me. Without 
the leaft apprehenfion therefore I fell afleep, and en- 
joyed a comfortable nap for about twenty minutes, 
when the hook of the ftillyard got hold of my chin, 
and 1 got up at once. I could now fee the earth quite 
plain, and a ferpentine river beneath me. I had no 
map, and the Balloon was turning upon its axis, fo 
that I could form no judgment of my fituation ; but 
turning upon my right, I could perceive that the river 
below me was the Forth. , It was then twelve mi- 
»Vtes after three when I threw out half a bag of fand 
to keep me in a horizontal direftion ; and afterwards 
tried to defcend on the other fide of the river ; but I 
faw with furprife that the. Balloon was again approach- 
ing to the river, when I dropped my pocket book, 
and which appears to me has fallen about a mile to 
the north of Forth. The Balloon quickly crofled the 
river again, on which I threw away the remainder of the 
bag, but ftill the Balloon rofe but very little, and was 
involved in thick clouds on my coming to the S. E. 

At 25 minutes after three the earth began to ap- 
pear, and I found I was over huge hills, which I 
judged to be the Highlands. Being now defcending 
very quick, I threw down the reft of my ballaft, and 
rofe to a confiderable height, but ftill in fight of the 
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earth. At 38 minutes after three 1 was kgain de- 
fcending, and faw the tops of the hills pafling very 
quick, by which I judged that the wind was very 
high. I intended to come down betwixt fome of thefe 
hills, as I could riot fee the end of them, and fleep 
there all night ;. and with th^s view let loofe the big 
anchor about 60 feet from the gallery, and began t© 
defcend : As foon as the anchor got hold of the 
ground the cabel gave way, and the anchor remaining 
in the ground, as well as the flag, &c. in all about 18 
pounds weight, the Balloon rofe again with great ra- 
pidity ; and when above all the clouds I could per- 
ceive that they had the very fame fhape of the hills 
below. The water generated by the inflammable air 
came down converted into icicles : I tafted a piece of 
it, and found it was fimilar to that of a long Scotch 
turnip. I pafl!ed horizontally through the clouds 
for about eight minutes : when I came in fight of th« 
heathy hills again, I heard a voice call, ^^ Lunardi^ 
^' come down^ quite plain, and I knew not who it 
was; — I faw at a diftance fheep feeding, but could 
not fee a human being ; and I was greately furprifed 
to hear my name pronounced by any fhepherd that 
might have been there with his fheep; and I could 
perceive no houfe, nor even huts in the neighbour- 
hood. I called aloud fever al times through the hill 
and after one third of a minute, or igfeconds, I could 
hear the echo of my words returned as loud as they 
were pronounced ; but I never had repeated Lunardi 
come down^ though I heard thefe words feveral times 
repeated, on which I anfwered through the trumpet, 
Halhxvy balhwy with 4 great voice ;-*-! heard the 
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words, Lunardty hallowy repeated ; and being now quite 
free from any interruption from clouds, I could fee 
diftinftly fome people on horfeback ; — ^at laft I en- 
deavoured to haften my defcetit betwixt two hills 
where the Balloon might be flieltered from the high 
wind ; and indeed I came down as light as a feather* 
Two trembling fliepherds came to me, an old man 
and a boy, whom I encouraged by calling to them 
^' My dear friends come hither," They crofled the 
water and came up to me, and I gave them fome fpunge 
bread that remained of my provifSons ; then a Gentle- 
man came, afking how I did, and at what time I fet 
off from Glafgow ; after a proper anfwer, I reached 
him with the Balloon, and he mentioned the circum- 
ftances of meeting me as he was coming from a vifit 
with his wife. 

** I afked the Lady if flie would get into the Bal- 
loon ; who hardly had pronounced I will, when Ihe 
got into the gallery, and I went out defiring the fliep- 
herds to hold the ropes ; I got upon her horfe, and 
in company with her hufband we followed her. After 
three good miles riding, I faw that the Balloon was 
very much waved; and the fliepherds carried by it 
at a great rate, fo that I thought proper to call the 
Lady down, and it was with great difficulty and fa- 
tigue all of us together could fucceed in emptying the 
Balloon, which I committed to the fliepherds care, 
and went along with the Gentleman and Lady ; at feven 
x>'clock we arrived at their houfe at Stretches, where 
I was very well entertained. I had a comfortable 
ileep; and next morning after breakfaft, the Gentle- 
man 
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man in whofe houfe I was, took me to Hawick, where I 
was received by the Gentlemen and the Magiftrates, 
who very generoufly invited me to dinner with them, 
and prefented me with the freedom of the town ; foon 
after dinner, I got into a poft chaife, travelled all 
night, and reached Edinburgh at fix o'clock in the 
morning, when I wrote a letter to you with two in- 
clofed, and difpatched by an exprefs to Glafgow, as I 
knew they would have been in anxiety. My courfe 
was S. E. then N. and then S. E. the whole of my 
journey no miles ; the defcent and place will be bet- 
ter defcribed by the Gentleman with whom I was fo 
fortunate as to meet, 

ExtraSl of a Letter from Gilbert Chl/hoIm, Efq; Stretcies, 
to a friend in Glafgow^ November 23. 

^^ Yefterday afternoon, about half an hour after 
three, as I was returning, with Mrs. Chiftiolm, from 
a vifit to Sir James Nafmyth of Poffo, Bart, my fer- 
vant called out to me to obferve a paper kite of moft 
furprifing magnitude and height. Turning my eye* 
to the place where the boy pointed, I perceived a 
body flying among the clouds, which fometimes in- 
tercepted it from my fight. As it came near the 
ground I perceived it aflume an oblong oval fliape, 
fomewhat like a fugar mould, but as 1 could perceive 
no firing to hold it, nor any tail appended, I wa^ 
convinced that it could be no kite, which indeed its 
extraordinary height had convinced me of before. As 
I knew that Mr. Lunardi was in the country, and 
intended a voyage from .Gla%ow thi^ day, I began to 
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fufpe(Sl this muft be his Balloon, though I was yet un- 
able to diftinguifh his car, and could fcarce allow my- 
felf to think that he could be at fuch a diftance from 
that city. As it ftill came nearer, however, I was 
at laft convinced that it could be no other ; and in 
about a quarter of ah Hour after I firft faw him, he 
was got fo near that 1 began to call out to him 
^* Mr* Lunar di come dovun^ dome down !'* This invita- 
tion I gave him the more earneftly, becaufe if he had 
ftill gone on, he mtift have alighted in a very incon- 
venient place on account of the high wind. After re- 
peated calls, I had the good fortune to hear that he 
anfwered me through his fpeaking trumpet, though I 
could not diilindlly hear what he faid. At five minutes 
before four he alighted in a place very near the water 
of Ale, and fo fcreened from the wind, that the Bal- 
loon flood quite upright without inclining either to 
one fide or another. Two ihepherds who kept their 
/heep on the hill fide were fo much aftonifhed at the 
defcent of the Balloon with a human creature ap- 
pended to it, that it was with difficulty 1 could per- 
fuade them that Mr. Lunardi was not fome Devil who 
would deftroy them. At laft by my earneft perfua- 
fton they ran down the hill, and, with fome figns 
of fear came up to Mr. Lunardi My horfe was fo 
much frightened that I could fcarce come within a 
gunftiot, but Mrs. Chifliolm, who rode a more peace- 
able beaft, was allowed to come much nearer. The 
ihepherds at my defire conveyed the Balloon, and Mr. 
Lunardi along with it, over the water which feparated 
us, which they effefted with the greateft eafe, the 
fialloon yet rifing from the ground with the fligjiteft 
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touch. After receiving our hearty congratulatioris> 
Mr. Lunardi afked Mrs. Chifliolm if flie would take^ 
his place in the aerial car, to which fhe replied by 
jumping Into it. She willingly would have had the 
Balloon fet at liberty, but as the wind was very high> 
Mr. Lunardi judged this to be improper; for, as 
Mrs. Chijfliolm is confiderably lighter, fhe muft have 
afcended to a great height, and been conveyed to fe- 
veral miles diftance. The car therefore held near the 
ground by the two fliepherds. In this manner fhe 
was carried for about three miles, while the hills 
iheltered us from the wind ; but then it became fa 
violent, and the Balloon waved fo much, that fhe was 
obliged to alight. After this we aflifled Mr. Lunardi 
in emptying his Balloon, which was not accomplifhed 
without great diflSculty on account of the high wind. 
After having the pleafure of Mr. Lunardi's company, 
for the night, I had the honour of introducing him 
this day to the Magiflrates of Hawick, who after ha- 
ving entertained him at dinner, prefented him with 
the freedom of the city. — Mrs. Chifholm is much 
pleafed with her aerial journey,, and flill wifhes that 
fhe had been fet at liberty. As the report of Mr. Lu- 
nardi's landing has already fpread to a confiderable 
diftance, our market pf Hawick has been uncom- 
monly thronged by multitudes of country people who 
have come to town in hopes of feeing this aerial, 
J^ero." 
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I Aall ndt have occafion to write to you again till 
f have taken my fecond flight from this place, as I 
cannot fuppofe that any accident will impede my en-* 
terprife, the apparatus tfemainiilf zi I Idft it. This 
evening I intend to advertife my pocket book, with 
two guineas reward to any pcrfon who may hav6 
found it ; the original value is no more than twelve 
!(hillings, and it contains nothing but a paper of cal- 
culations and tw6 letters, with itiy dir^fiioif, 6he of 
which is your laft, dated 26th OAober : My wtihes 
are only to afcertain the place where it was fouhd* 

To-morrow I fhall vifit Paisley, where fome 
beautiful manufa£tures are carried on* It is very 
Aflonifhing that in France and Italy, where fuch 
a qtiantity of iilk is produced, this branch of buf^* 
Jiefs fliould not be carried into the fame degree of 
j^rfecStion as here ! On Sunday. I pfopofe to returq, 
and Monday is the (lay fixed for my afcenfioo ; foon 
after which, if no unlucky accident interVenes> ypu 
ihall again hear from 

Your aflTeflionate and refpedful 

V. LUNARDL 
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LETTER XVI. 



Qlafgowm 

My evbr Honoured Friend, 

WITH additional pleafuCe I once nlore take xi^ 
my pen to inform you of another aerial 
voyage* Happinefs is doubly dear when thus com- 
municated to a friend 1 What numberlefs bleffingis 
has, the Art of Writing diffufed! How many jrei 
markable events has it perpetuated ! How many na- 
tions has it taught to imitate the virtues of their an- 
ceftors ! Without this, the deareft friends, when fe* 
parated by diftant countries, would be as dead to each 
other : By means of this noble difcovery, we com- 
municate our inmoft thoughts to, and receive the 
kind fentiments of thofe we love and efteem, while 
intervening oceans roll their rude wave^ in vain : 
but let me not, while I praife, mifufe the blefling, by 
wafting time in idle refle£ltions, which I am convinced 
will not be half fo interefting to your heart as the 
following particulars of my late journey x 



The aufpicious morning being arrived, every thing 
was ready by t^en oVock for beginning the operation. 
Exadtly at eleven, I was honoured with the attend- 
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ance of the 27th Regt. as on the former occafion, to 
fupport the Civil power in keeping the peace, and 
preferving regularity; though, thanks to God, no 
riot or difturbance ever happened at any of my expe- 
riments, the people being univerfally acquainted with 
my upright principles, and convinced of my inten- 
tion to fulfil my promife in the moft ample manner. 

My two fmall caiks, containing one half of the in- 
gredients for filling the balloon were inftantly fet to 
work ; but as, at half an hour after eleven, there were 
but very few people aflembled, 1 was advifed by feve- 
ral ^efpeftable friends not to go on with the other, un- 
til a greater number of fpeftators ihould arrive. The 
operation therefore went on but flowly, but at twelve, 
I ordered the large calk to be fet to work : by which 
means the balloon was fufiiciently inflated by half an 
hour after one. 

During this procefs I could not help paying very 
particular attention to the different currents of wind, 
which indeed did alarm me very much. On this ac- 
count,! was obliged to decline the taking with me a 
young gentleman of this ]>]ace, only twelve years of 
age, but of undaunted fpirit, and who might have been 
a very agreeable companion to me, had the weather 
been mild; but the voyage at this time was very dange*- 
rous as Imyfelf very foon experienced. For the fame 
reafon I was obliged with regret to refufe the requeft of 
Captain Barns of the 27th regiment, who had feveral 
times earneftly exprefled to me his defire of taking an 
aerial voyage, and at this time wifhed to have gone in 
my place* The anfwer I gave him at prefent, how- 
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fveXi wz$% ^^ tha!t I woidd not^ or this^ day^^ fand up 
^oy friend of roixv^for all the gold in the world." 

The wind ijoTthe lower regions had all this, time been 
finfting almpft every five mmutes ; and ia the fpace of 
^ hour, bad gone round three fourths of the com-* 
paft. The current^ above were evidently W^ and S« 
W«. apd £• ^nd S. £» To avoid any danger from tha 
chiurc^, I ordered the balloon to be carried to. the end 
pf the railings and there I fafteaed the gallery to i^« 
TU^ wind was high,^ and tp0ed the balloon exceffively x 
however I got into it> having all the inftruments and 
provifions I wanted9 there already. I defired feveral 
QiS^cious gentlemen to let it go; but you cannot con-^ 
ceiye, my dear* friend, the attaqhment of every body 
here to me, how earneftly they wiihed to, be near m^ 
^d ofikr me their fei7vices in the momenji; of afcenfion* 
I got up, however, about 50 feet from the ground^ 
^hen the rope I had left loofe for my fervant to give 
me the rifing power I wanted, when cleared' of my 
friends below (which however proved impoilible) ^n- 
tAOgled a gentleman, who, I fince underfland,. is a 
tnitiillfir; and, with the greateft concern, Ifaw. him 
dragged for a confiderable way along the ground, tiU 
tbe rope w^s cut by my fervant. 

It was. i^pw near 40. minutes after one o'clock^ and 
my afcent was not very rapid ; as I could fe^ the peon 
pie below for fix minutes. This time I employed in 
fpcuring the gallery to the balloon better than it had 
l^een done below; waving the flag, faluting the public* 
§pon after, I; Iq^^ fight- of Glalgow. The wind below: 
yf^ S. ]5» ^ I1 took my courfe to N. W. fo that I 
wtasr^ kept in view by every body. At 48 minutes af- 
X^T one^ I was obliged to fecure the compafs and watch, 
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oad take hold of the upper hoop with both my hands j 
as the gallery was not only waving, but all to one fide* 
The balloon being prefled by two contrary winds, tur- 
ned upon its axis at leaft twelve times in ten feconds^ 
and jumped up to a great height. It was now quite 
full; the inflammable air efcaping very fail from the 
neck, and I opened the valve befides, when all at once 
it fell dowQ for a quarter of a mile and there became 
ilationary ; it was now two thirds full, and the fUk be- 
low flicking together, and driven with the violence o£ 
the wind, made a terrible and hidecAis noife ; keeping 
the valve conftantly open, fo that I could hear the in* 
flammable air whiflle in efcaping. 

At 52 minutes after one o'clock the balloon was pro- 
digioufly inclined to one fide, and gallery almoft over- 
turned, fo that I was exceedingly alarmed, being obli- 
ged to hold the upper hoop where the net terminated 
faft with both my hands. I then found myfelf attack- 
ed by two contrary winds ; the balloen turned with, 
great velocity upon its axis, and jumped up about 100 
feet, then began to defcend with fuch rapidity that I 
could fee the clouds below approached me very faft^ 
and fome pafling very rapidly. . When the gallery be- 
gan to keep itfelf fteady again, I endeavoured to put 
out both my anchors; the fmalleft faflened to a very 
long rope, and the biggeft to a fhorter one : I threw 
down two bottles I had full of water, and all the bal- 
lad at once, which did indeed check the rapidity of. 
my defcent, but could ;iot give the balloon levity 
enough.to rife again; the fmall anchor got hold of the 
earth, as well as the large one; I then fufpended my- 
felf to the upper part of the gallery, letting the bottom 

of 
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of it receive the blow from the earth, whrch broke in 
two parts, and I got a very violent fhock, but happily 
hm not hurt. It was juft two o'clock when I defcen- 
ded.—- In the place where I alighted there was but very 
little wind, and the balloon Hood perpendicular. Both 
the anchors having got hold of the ground, I could 
have come out of the car and done every thing myfelf 
without any affiftance, but I was immediately furroun- 
ded by a great many, who were all very ready to ofFer 
me their fervice, and did as much as was in their power 
to affift me, and take care even of the fmalleft thing. 

ITie Reverend Mr. Lapfley, the minifter of the 
parifh in which 1 defcended, was the lirft gentleman 
who reached me, and he very politely fent his fervant 
to take care of the balloon, &c. and exprefled his joy 
in having accidentally met with fuch an extraordinary 
piece of good fortune in meeting me. While I was 
going towards his houfe, accompanied by the whole 
multitude of people colledted on that fpot, we faw at 
a diftance, a gentleman advancing very faft : this was 
Sir Alexander Stirling ; who invited me and the mi- 
nifter to his hoiife, where we were well entertained. 
But it is beyond the power of my pen to paint to yoil 
the happinefs of this old gentleman, in having me 
at his houfe, in fuch an extraordinary way, and his ex- 
preffions on the occafion. 

Mr. Lapfley agreeably amufed tne while at dinner 
With a converfation upon aeroftatic experiments. He 
feems to be a very intelligent gentleman, and has 
written a letter to a friend of his in Glafgow, a copy of 
which I inclofe for your infpe6lion, and which will 
enable you to form fome judgement of his fenfibility. 

•At 
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At feveii o'clock in the evening, a cbaife being rea-» 
djy I took leave of Sir Alexander, and was accompani'*^ 
ed by Mr. Lapfley to Glafgow. I went immediately 
to the play, where I was received with great applaufe* 

This day I was entertained at the Saracen's Heac^ 
with a very fplendid dinner by Provoft French, Mr. 
Ingram, and feyeral of the beft citizens, where 1 was 
prefented with the diploma, and made Knight of 
the Cape. Indeed I am very much careffed through 
all Scotland, therefore if I be attached to this na- 
tion, you cannot think it any wonder. 

I reckon it a very fortunate circumftancc that ij^ 
this defcent, as well as a former one, I fhould meet 
with a Minifter young, fenfible, and accomplifli^d-; 
fuch is Mr. Lapsley : I (hall tranfcribe a letter from 
him to one of his friends : his attention to the various 
occurences being more exadl than what I could poflibllr 
pay, it has enabled him to obferve, recoiled 
and mark down, the moft minute circumftances. 

Copy of a Letter from the Revd. JAMES LAPSLEY, 

to a friend in Glafgow* 

Dear Sir, Manfe of Cathpfiey tth Dec^ 

Although you and my friends in Glafgow, have had 
the advantage in feeing Mr. Lunardi afcend twice into 
the atmofphere, I will not fuffer you now to boaft too 
much of your good fortune, for he has done me th^ 
honour of paying me a vifit in my own parifh. I faw 
him defcend from his car : and was pleafed with the 
remarks of the villagers upon his defcent. The people 
of Ci^ippfie were too bold to be afraid of him * and they 

are 
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ai^e at)0v6 difgulfing what their feelings lead them to 
cxprefs. 

Yefterday afternoon whilft I was walking through 
my parifhy vifiting the fick^ and rather inclined to be 
penfive from refledking upon the fcenes of di ft reft to 
which I had been witnefs, my attention was fuddcnly 
arrefted by a confufed humming noife, which feemed 
all at once to fpring out of the earth towards the fouth, 
but as my view from that quarter was intercepted by t 
clump of trees, I walked on, and for two minutes I 
had it not in my power to inquire from what caufe i( 
proceeded. 

An old woman at that moment joined me, hearing 
the noife at the fame time, took fome pains to con- 
vince me, that it was the buzz of thofe fpirits and elves 
who before Chriftmas Eve hold their meetings in fe- 
queftered dales, lamenting their loft powen 

You will eafily believe that fuch a wayward fancy 
was not then agreeable to my prefent humour. I left 
. her, and haftened to a rifmg ground, when I now 
heard diftinftly feveral people fhoutihg a[oud> ** Yon- 
der he comes !" Turning round, I beheld the balloon 
failing majeftically almoft over my head. Mr. Lunar- 
di was then ftanding in his car, and waving hi j ban- 
ner. His diftatice from the earth feemed to be about 
400 yards. The people were coming from all quar- 
ters. Their acclamations were every moment waxing 
louder and louder ; and the farmers, in imitation of 
Mr. Chiftiolm, were fhouting vehemently, ** Lunar- 
di come down." ^And I, along with the reft invited 
Kim to defcend. ^ . 
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1 am rather inclined, however, to think that he A\A 
not hear me, owing to the whittling of the wind, it 
being very violent during the .\irh6le bf his excurfion. 
However, as he hid refblved riot to go ^, we were 
indulged in oui* tequeft ; for, exaflly at two o^clock 
he defeended at Eafter MoCkfoFt, on the banks 6f tlwJ 
Glaflart ott the eftate of Sir Archibald Edmiftone of 
Dultreath in the parifli of Cdmpfie, hinfe Ehglifli mileS 
and a half N. N. E. of Glafgow* 

When I faw the balloon firft, which waS about tWo 
mintites and a half before two o*clock, it appeared to 
be very much agitated, turning tound its aitis, while 
it was floating through clouds of air, and the day be- 
ii^ hazy, it refembkd very much, in appearance^ 
the full moon feen through a darkened glafs labouring* 
in an eclipfe. Sometimes it appeared of an afli, fome- 
times of ^ copper colour; fometimes even darker; 
owing to the different fhades reflefted from the Camp- 
lie Fells. About half a minute however, before he 
alighted, the fun came out behind a cloud, and fhone 
dire6Hy upon the balloon ; every colour became dif- 
tinftly feen; the various ftripes of the flag became vi- 
vid ; his regimentals and the decorations of the car 
affording a varied and moft beautiful fpeftacle, accor- 
ding to the play of the different rays of the fun, and 
as my view on the north was bounded by the Campfie 
Fells, whofe tops were then covered with blue mift, the 
balloon appeared, as it were, to come out of the mift, 
and defcend in a fun beam. ^ 

As the balloon was perfeftly unexpefted by me, 
and as at the very firft it appeared in all its grandeur, 
I confefs, without hefitation, that the pleafure I had 
in feeing it failing through the clouds, and defcending 
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m our fequcftered vale, was a.pleafure mixed with 
fome degree of pain. I laboured, as it were^ in- 
der the grandeur of the objeft, and ftrove to compare 
it to fome thing I had feen ; but 1 failed. However, 
a young gentleman happening to come up .to me at 
that moment, whofe imagination was not fo overpow- 
ered, afked me if I thought it did not refemble the dif* 
cription given by Milton : 

Nigh at hand hung high with dVmoads flamuig^and wkh gold ; ] 

Thither came Uriel girding thro* the cv'n on a ftin-beam. 

And fwift as a (hooting flar which in Autumn thwarts the night. 

I told the gentleman that this defcrption was but a 
conceit in Milton, not ill pleafedy however, to finct 
that we had got fome likenefs, tho' fanciful,, to conoh-. 
pare it to. 

As he had defcended to within half a mile where I 
flood, I immediately haftened to welcome Mr. Lu-* 
nardi, and to give him all the afliftance in my power. 
The whole country feemed to be adive, miming iinto 
him with the fame kind intention; and I perceived 
with pleqfure, that curiofity was a principle not con- 
fined alone to the breafts of the higher born and better 
educated clafs of men ; for, in paffing a little cot- 
tage, I heard a weaver expreffing the moft vehement 
defire to fee this great fight, and crying to his wife to 
<^ take care of the bairns." I believe, however, that 
fhe at this time forgot that ever (he had promifed him 
obedience, and fet out, repeating his commands to the 
fervant, who in her turn exclaimed with rage, that 
<^ fhe wondered what people imagined fervants were 
«< made of r Let thofe who got bairns take care of 
*« them ; for, by her faith, ihe would both fee and 
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« touch Lunardi with the beft of them;" and threw 
the child from her. Perhaps upon another occafion 
we might have taken time to tell her that fhe ex- 
prefled hcrfelf too ftrongly ; but yeflerday every thing 
was her friend, 

t During my going from the rifing ground where I firll 
faw it to the vale where it alighted, I fometimes loft 
fight of the car, by the gentle fwells which intervened, 
but never loft fight of the Balloon ; and as it was 
fufpended fome yards from the ground, betwixt' the 
darknefs of the day, and the blue mift of the moun- 
tains, under whofe fhade it was, it had the appearance 
of an objeft arifing out of the fea, refembling the fun 
when he makes his firft appearance in a fpring morn- 
ing out of a thick fog. Before I arrived it aflumed a 
new fhape, — that of a pear, or inverted cone. Mr. 
Lunardi then ftanding in his car, about four feet from 
the ground, fome people affifting him to get out, and 
others holding the rope in order to prevent him from 
being dragged along by the ilrength of the Balloon, 
which was hovering above him. 

It was about fix minutes after two when I got up. 
More than forty people were before me. A vaft mul- 
titude now aflembled from every quarter. The ihep- 
herd forfook his flock, the farmer left his plow, and 
the traveller his journey, fo that in lefs than a quarter 
of an hour there were many hundreds gazing with 
aftonifhment at the daring adventurer. Every body 
was pleafed, and every body wiftied to lend their aid. 
Mr. Lunardi hardly had occafion to aflc for affiftance, 
nor I to encourage them to give it. At half an hour 
»&cr two the Balloon was emptied, and the" netting, 
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*^ We arrived at Glorat at three o'clock, where we 
dined; and having drank a few glafles of wine and 
coflFee, a poft chaife was got ; and as I was obliged to 
come to Glafgow that night upon bufinefs, I begged 
to accompany him. We fet out from Glorat at half an 
hour after fix, and arrived in Glafgow a little before 
eight. Mr. Lunardi alrghted at the Tontine amidft the 
huzzas of a vaft concourfe of people, who had af- 
fembled anxious to exprefs their joy at his arrival. 

" Having promifed his friends before he fet out in 
his aerial excurfion that he would certainly if pofEble 
be at the play that night, he immediately therefore got 
dreffed ; went to the houfe about nine; and was again 
received by the acclamations of the young, the gay, 
and the fair. 



<.' P. S. As I was obliged to leave the town without 
feeing you, I took the liberty of writing to you ray 
cAfervations on his defcent, and the varied fentiments 
of cutiofity and furprife which the fpedlators expref* 
fed : perhaps it may contribute to your amufeitient iu 
an idle hour.** 



To-morrow morning, about four o'clock, I fliaH 
fet out for Edinburgh, where I know they are all in 
expe£kation of feeing a fecond excurfion ; and if pof- 
fible I mean to afcend from Herriot's Garden, on 
Monday 19th inftant. 

Adieu t 
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Adieu ! my honoured friend ; give my beft lovi tcr 
my dear flfters^ and believe me to be^ with the moft 
iincere afiediion^ 

Truly your 

V. LUNARDI. 



LETTER XVII. 

Edlnhurghf December ii, 1785, 
My Dearest Friend, 

AT eleven o'clock this forenoon, I reached 
Edinburgh, where, with other letters, I found 
two of yours, one dated the 2d, and the other the 7th 
November ; I am truly fenfible of the many obliga- 
tions you have heaped upon our family: we all look 
upon you as a fecond father ; and give me leave to 
pay my moft grateful thanks for the kind part you 
have taken in my fifter Margaret's behalf! I know 
fhe would look upon your advice as that of an indul* 
gent parent ; but let me earneftly entreat, that you 
will not in any degree biafs her inclinations. In an 
affair of fuch moment fhe cannot be too cautious ; and 
I fear her profpedks of happinefs would be fadly cloud- 
ed, fhould flie marry a Gentleman whofe advanced 
years muft render him an unfit companion for a girl 
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of thrcQ and twenty. Their tempers, their df fpbfi- 
tions, muft be widely different ! Age can ill accord 
with the lively fallies of youth ; or youth accom- 
modate itfelf to the gravity of age, lam proud to 
acknowledge the honour this match might refleft on 
our family; but, as Margaret declares, flie will 
aft' according to my advice, I beg you will tell her 
that, as a Brother and a Friend, I think that 
WEALTH, TITLES, and GRANDEUK,, would he poory 
very poor compenfations for the sacrifice of her 

AFFECTIONS. 

In your fecond Letter I found enclofed one of intro- 
dudtion to your old refpeSiable friend ^ but I am ex- 
tremely forry to acquaint you that his death was an- 
nounced in an Edinburgh paper of the i6th November .^ 

I propofe to afcend, on Monday the 19th inftant 
with two Balloons, the common one and another ©f 
ten feet diameter, which is already made, under my 
diredlion, by the girls of the Merchant's Hospi- 
tal ; it is to be 550 feet higher than that by which I 
am fupported, in order to afcertain the different cur- 
rents of air. 

The fame girls are alfo conftruiSling another Bal- 
loon which, though without any valve, is fo contrived 
as not to burft when the rarefaftion of the air takes 
place, even though it fhould afcend with 100 pounds 
of rifmg power; it is compofed of 100 yards of fine 
Perfian filk, in ftripes of pink, green, ftrawcolour, 
and white, and is deligned as a model of a large one 
which I mean to ,conftru45l for a iQng journey. 

TiU 
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^ Till 1 return from my next flight, once more aiet^ 
atid believe me tq be 

fincerely yours, 

V. LUNARDL 



LETTER XVIIL 

EJinburghy December 24, I785# 
My revehed Guardian, 

MY laft Lettfer icquainted you that I propofeJ 
afcending with two Balloons ; an elcperimenc 
which however interefiing, I had not the good fortune 
to try. 

The morning was tolerably favourable ; but, as t^e 
day advanced, it became thick and foggy attended 
with fmall rain : Senfible that under thefe circum- 
ftances, I could Hot be vifible for more than two or* 
three minutes, and that it muft be vefy inconvenient 
for the Ladies to remain in an linHieltered place like 
that from which I was to afcend, after fome delibera- 
tion, I refolved to' delay the experiitient to Come more 
favourable day : At this time I obtained a prdmife 
from hi » Excellency GENfiliAt Macay, that aguit 
fliould be fired from the Caftle at ten o'clock in the 
morning of that day, as a certain fignal to the pub- 
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lie : On which I immediately ordered hand bills to be 
•diftribtited iignifying my intentions. 

In the afternoon I attempted 16 fill the fniall Bal- 
loon with a new apparatus, of my own invention, 
which fucceeded beyond expedkation I All this time, 
my large machine was kept inflated with atfmophe- 
rical air at the Register Office,, where a vaft 
concourfe of people aflTembled, and fome gentlemen, 
friends to my undertaking, ftaid to learn the opinions 
of the .people in general refpe6kmg my conduft : I 
am happy to inform you, that all the Ladies ap- 
proved it ; and only a very few Gentlemen exprefled 
their diflatisfaftion ; yet even this mark of difappro- 
batio)!, trifUng as it wa», when reported to me, wrung 
my very heart, and I determined, if thfe wAither pro- 
ved tolerable, nothing (hould prevent my utmoft ef-^ 
forts being exerted to afcend the day following,. 

On Tuefday, about feven o'clock, I arofe, and per- 
ceiving it to be a fine morning, without noticing the 
diredlion of the wind, I ordered my fervants to *Carry 
every thing neceJIary for my experiment to Her- 
riot's Garden, jand wrote a note to the Gover- 
nor of the CafUe, begging to be favoured with the 
attendance of the Military an^ the firing of a gun, as 
had been promifed : Lord Elphinstone feemed 
greatly furprized »t receiving fuch a card, as the wind 
was too much from the weft, and therefore very ob- 
ligingly fent me word, that he Was ready to do every 
thing ih his power for my fervice, but thought the 
tmdertaking too dangerous. My tefolution, however^ 
was unalterable ; and his Loidihip at laA did me the 
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honour to acquiefce in my wiflies : on which I went 
to the Garden and prepared for my afcenfion* 

A little after eleven o'clock I began to fill the Bs^l- 
loon^ with half the apparatus, and in ten minutes It 
could fupport itfelf ; but at this time there was not 
much company ailembled. They faid the gun was 
fcarcely heard, and as the wind ftill continued 
wefterly, people of fenfe could not imagine that I 
meant to venture. I now fent to Gereral Mac- 
KAY, requeuing the favour that another gun might 
be fired : this his Excellency readily granted ; after 
which, the flag being hoifted on Herriot*s Hospi- 
tal, I fet the remainder of the apparatus to work^ 
and the number of fpeclators encreafed very fail* 

During the procefs I fecured feveral bladders and 
pieces of cork round the par. The general queflipn 
being ** Whether I really intended to go up ?" I made 
anfwer, that it was impofiible to ^prevent my drop- 
ping into the fea, but I was confident fome boat 
would arrive in time to my affiftance. 

DreflTed in the tuiiform of the Scots Royal Ar- 
chers, five minutes before one icloci^ I rofe majefti- 
cally, though not with fo great a degree of velocity 
as the former time. The wind was fouth-weft. After 
fainting the fpeftators, 1 fattened fome of the firings 
which had been left loofe, and began to untwiil the 
rope of the little anchor. In three minutes from 
the time of leaving the ground, I pet-ccived myfelf 
perpendicularly over the Forth. 

ExaSly at one o^cIock the Baftbon turned thrice 
round upon its axis, and was completely full; the 
barometer at 21 ; the thermoneter at 38 j wind S. W. 
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by W. and t was moving very flowly, with^thc moft 
i^elightful Scenery beneath me ! 

Half after one, the Balloon continued much in the 
fame ftate; and the barometer had only fallen ^ : I was 
going horrizontally to the north-eaft, and faw a Boat 
rowing towards Musselbourgh; I threw down, a 
piece of cake, about half a pound weight ; but do not 
know whether it fell into the boat. 

Fifty minutes after ohcy the w'md was due weft, and 
I therefore refolved to attempt landing on the Point 
of Arch£:r Field : For this purpofe I let go my 
fipall anchor, about 6cxi feet below my car, and be- 
gan to defcend ; but finding that 1 came down with 
too much rapidity, '^nd had no ballaft nor the large 
anchor, I ihut thp valve and threw down a bottle full 
of water, when about 2poo feet from the ground ; by 
which means I paft over the Point of Land, and came 
^gain upon the Water. At this elevation the ther- 
mometer fell to 31. I faftened my Uniform Great 
Coat, my Hat, and fome other things to the upp^r 
Hoop, that they might n^t be injured by my falling 
into the Sea. 

At five minutes after two I touched the Surface gf 
the Water, not farther than a mile and a half from 
the rocks of Fipra and Lamb : but, as the wind 
was pretty i^rong and the Balloon a^d like a large 
fail upon my ba&et, I made way very faft ; the wa- 
ter dafhing againft me and fparkling like filver. I 
turned round and could fee no boat whatever ; but, 
when about two miles and a half from the fouth Ihorc, 
could diftinguifli three fhips under fail near Anstru- 
jjjER or KiJ-RisNNy, and therefore was under no ap- 
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prehenfions, as my courfe was towards them and the 
Island of MaV. 

The Balloon was much agitated by the wind, and 
fometimes turned round, fo that I was frequently 
toafled into the water as high as my breaft. When 
about five miles from North Berwick I perceived 
^a black fpot^ appearing and difappearing according to 
the rifing and falling of the waves, directing its courfe 
from the Bass: on paying more attention, I faw 
plainly that it was a Boat ; but, as I was going with 
great ' rapidity, I quickly pafled their Parallel, and 
th«n, as they had gained the wind, and made ufe of 
their fails as well as oars, I affared myfelf they would 
quickly reach me, and began to wave th^ flag as a 
fignal that I had feen them. 

The nearer I approached the ocean the wind grew 
brilker, and I began to be in doubt whether to cut away 
the Balloon or not; but, after mature deliberation, I 
refolved to keep it; for, a« darknefs now began to 
•draw nigh, I fhould have been too fmall an objeft 
without it to be viewed at any diflance, being at this 
time Breaji-high in the water. 

As foon as the boat came up I threw out a ftrong 
jrope, defiring the fishermen to make it faft, but 
the moment 1 got on bpard they let it go and the 
Balloop was injiantaneouly out of fight,! And now my 
fituation was not the moft comfortable ; heavy, with 
l"^rnaining fo long in the water, my hands lacerated 
with clinging to the hoop, and every limb weared, I 
fate down, as well as I was able, in a Boat full of 
fi/h ; while the fharpnefs of the air contributed not a 
little to heighten mjr diftrefst 
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A King's boat foon crime up, and the gentlemen 
very politely invited me on board ; but I was obliged 
•to decline this polite offer, that I might ihew my gra- 
titude to the people who had taken me up. I landed^ 
on Archer-Field, about five o'clock, where I found 
Mr. Nisbet's fervant waiting to condudl me to hit 
mailer's houfe: Iran thither as faft as poflible, in or^ 
der to make my blood circulate more freely, for the 
cold had been fo intenfe as to freeze my cloaths. 

Mr. Nifbet was gone to North Berwick; and his 
charming Lady had prepared for my arrivavl, as if flie 
had boen fenfible that I ihould land near their houfe. 

When Mr. Nisbet returned he could not refrain 
from perfonally aflifting me to change my drefs; 
when, being quite refrefhed, I went down^to dinner, 
and p^id my compliments to the elegant Mrs;. Nisbet. 
The British women, who fill the higher ranks of 
lifey may, I think, be pronounced the handfimeji in 
Europe ! but the cafe is different with the lower clafs : 
this contrail: is very ftriking in Scoltand, where 
the country girls, and thofe in fervile ftations, conti- 
nually go bare-footed, which practice is alfo common 
in our own country ;*yet the Italian Peasantry, 
with equal ftrength, enjoy a far fuperior /r^^^^^ of 
complexion : the reafon of this I take to be that the 
Scotch Women are often obliged to walk in thewet> 
their ftreets and lanes being feldom free from that 
inconvenience, while ours tread a dryer' earth, and 
for any occafional damp, have wooden fhoes. 

I converfed with my hofpitable landlord moft part 
of the evening : he is a moft ingenious gentleman and 
has refided feveral years in Italy^ Oujt acquaintance 
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£rft commenced at Kelso; where, while others were 
dancing, we had a long converfation relative to RoMEy 
Naples, &c; though, at that time I entertained the 
higheft opinion of his undei^flanding, yet as I had not 
then the pleafure of knowing his name, it was fome 
hours before I could recolle6k where, of when, I 
had enjoye'd his company ; though both Mis Persok 
and Manner were fo ftrongly impreffed on my memo-* 
ry as to appear perfe6Uy familiar. 

I arofe at nine the next morning and went to break- 
faft: after which Mr, Nisbet obliged me with a 
fight of his GARDEN, which may rival the ntoji elegant 
in Italy: though now the depth of winter the^ well 
fiored HoT-HOUSEs bloomed with all the beauties of 
contraftid seasons, and of various climes : but ia 
the fummer, when fpring has poured out his vaft pro- 
fiifion and the fimple charms of nature aid, and 
are aided by the elegancies of art, what a ter- 
restrial Paradise muft this be! I ihall beftrong- 
ly tempted to pay it a vifit ; and, with the friendly hof- 

pitable owner, ftroll through thefe regions of plea* 
fure, 

Thefe hatints where the Musts delighted might rovei 
And Nature^ all lovely, would teach us to love ; 
Where blafts from the North might forget to be rude $ 
And cai*e on our joys ihould dot dare to intrude. 

At twelve o'clock Sir David Kinlock, with his 
fon and daughter, accompanied by Major Mack ay, 
came and invited me to his houfe; wherel fpent a ve- 
ry happy afternoon, and, in the morning, fet ofl^ 
with Major Mackay, for Edinburgh, wherel 
fbund the generous inhabitants had opened a fubfcripti- 
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en td enafele me to make another Balloon : tut, as I 
am confident mine will be found, I propofe, with th6 
moft grateful thanks, to decline this obligation ; thole 
already conferred upon me are fufficient to lay a weight 
upon the feeling hearth 

Before wiy arrival in Scotland feveral attempts liai 
been made to launch a large Fire Balloon, but all 
without fuccefs. The poor man who fhould have 
gone up, how I commiferate his fituation ! Judge of 
his fenfibility and misfortunes by the enclofed papers* 
Do not wrong me fo much as to fuppofe that I hav^ 
been contented, with fitting down idly to drop the un- 
availing tear over them. I have feen the man; I have 
offered the voice of confolation to aleviate his diflrefles; 
and diftates of humanity have been obeyed as far as 
lay in my power : alas how circumfcribed that power I 
it is only upon occafions like thefe that I lamejit its 
narrow bounds. Adieu ! approve, and join, the pray-* 
cr, that the unfortunate may ever find a fympa- 
thixirg friend in 

Your cordially affectionate 

VINCENT LUNARDL 



TO 

Mr. L U N a R d' I, 
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SUCCESSFUL AERIAL VOYAGE* 



FROM 



EDINBURGH, KELSO, and GLASGOW, 



By J. T Y T L E R. 
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rTHERIAL Traveller, welcome from the ikies ! 
Welcome to earth, to feaft our longing eyes ! 
Once more we» trembling, for thine abfence mournM ; 
Once more we blefs thee from high Heav*n returnM* 
BoDOTRiA greets thee horn his utmoft bounds. 
From Glott A*s banks inceflant praife tefounds } 
The winding Avon views thee in the iky, 
T* enhance thy fame the tinkling murmurs fly. 
Applaufes loud the lofty forefts. fill ; 
Admiring echoes ring from hill to hill. 
With genVous warmth each honeft bofom glows> 
Each honeft heart, exulting, praife beilows. 
Fair Tweed beholds thee gliding o'dr his plains j 
Thy name refounds from all his tuneful fwains { 
Thy riiing honours Fame^s loud trumpet fpreads 
Where Grampian mountains rear their lofty heads | 
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Beyond the fpace of old diflain'd with gorc^ 
Where dreadful Rome her armrf unconquerM bore t 
Where, mourning, o'er th' enfanguinM flippcry field^ 
Sad Scotia wept her braved heroes kiird. 
£y*n frozen Thule Aiall thy fame proclaim. 
From all her barren rocks refound thy name ! 

But fay, what Pow'r, O fav'rfte of the (ky, 
(Tho^ on etherial pinions taught to fly),. 
To thy bold breaft fuch dauntlefs courage gave. 
When far below appeared the wat*ry grave ; 
When tow'ring thro' vaft heaven's tremendous height,. 
The Sea's grim horrors firft appallM thy fight $ 
When flow defcending from the diftant (kies 
The boundlefs Ocean claimM thee for his prize ? 
Or who could guide thee o*er the vail: profound. 
Where bluft'ring winds from dafliing waves refound. 
Untouch^, unhurt, again to earth reftore. 
And fafely lead thee to glad Scotia's ihore ? 
'Twas He whofe PowV the ftormy clouds can bind. 
Who guides the tempeft and dire6ls the wind 9 
'Twas He who led thee thro' the tra6llefs air. 
And, though thou faw'ft not, He was furely there. 

Th' aerial ftream fent by His hfigh command 
Reftor'd thee fafety to the joyful land, 
Superior praift-to thee His pow'r coniign'd. 
On thee beftow'd thy matchlefs ftrength of mind 5: 
To didant ages gave thy deathlefs fame ; 
To future bards he gaveLuNARDi's name. 

But how fliall I to fing thy pralfe afpire ? 
What Mufe (hall fill me with poetic fire ? 
Shall I addrefs the fabled pow*rs above. 
And boaft that Phoebus will my vows approve ? 
No, let me to fome diftant region fly, 
If (uch there \c, beneath another iky ; 
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Co, court the horrors of wild Zembla^s coaft^ 

Or, in the dark Cimmerian Regions loft. 

In abje6t exile hide my wretched head. 

Or fly for refuge to the filent dead ! 

On me, alas ! the adverfe heav'n's have lovw'd, 

Relentlefs forfune hath her vengeance ppur'd 5 

Scarce raisM from earth, and but to fmk more low> 

And mpre fevere to feel the fatal blow, 

The Whirlwind, or black Eurus ftops my way. 

Or angry Zephyrus commands my ftay j 

Confusion, Discord, all my ways oppofe^ 

AnA friends mifguided prove my greateft foes* 

Yet tho* I mourn my fav'rite wiihes croft. 
My hopes, by Fortune or Misconduct loft, 
My conftant mind o^er each mifchance prevails. 
My feeble pow'r yet adverfe fate alHiils 5 
Once more I try on wings of wind to rife, 
jLike you to ride in triumph through the (kies \ 
I try in vain j-*the bellowing thunder roars. 
The gathering tempeft fcowls along the /hores } 
Fierce NoTus urges on his furious courfe. 
And fweeps along with unrefiftlefs force. 
Loft are my wifhes, loft is all my care. 
And all my projefts flutter in the air ♦, 



Profcrib'd, 



* To underftand thefe lines relating to my own misfortunes. It is ne- 
ioefTary to give a ftiort hiftory of the Edinburgh Fire Balloon. The ma- 
chine, from its Hze, was certainly capabls of performing every thing ex* 
pe£^6d from it, provided a (heltered place for ralfing it could have been 
obtained, and a proper degree of heat applied. The former, however, 
could not be had. The place, where it was firft raifed, was ex- 
pofcd to the weft wind ; which blew fo ftrongly during tlie firft week 
of Auguft, (the week of the Leith Races), that it could not be inflated 
until the Friday evening, when the Gallery took fire, and fomc of the 
Chains fulpending the Stove broke, which prevented any further attempt 
At that time. An interval of calm intervened on the Saturday evening, 
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ProfcribM, difpis'd, ali^ whither (hall I turn ? 
In filent folitude for ever mourn ? 
Or (hall my hand, urg'd on by black defpair. 
In monftVous guilt at once efface my care ? 

With 

which was made ufe of to inflate the Balloon. The Gallery was in 
little better condition than the preceding evening : nevertheleis I was 
about to ftep into it, when a fudden guft of whirlwind, common in this 
Country in unfettled fhowery weather, expelled the rarefied air out of 
the Balloon, and otberwife fo much damaged it, that no farther attempts 
could be made that night. By continual pulling and tearing about» at- 
tempting to innate it when it was evidently impoffiblt, and #ther injudi- 
cious proceedings, (for which I do not think myfelf accountable, becaufe 
I was not at liberty,) the paper with which the Balloon was lined had 
been fo much damaged, that I now thought proper to take it out al- 
together, and cover the cloth with fome kind o^ vamifh, which might be 
lefs apt to receive damage from rough ufage. This was done, but as a 
proper compofition could not be afibrded, the Balloon, though capable 
of making one or two experiments, was yet far fibm being able to en- 
dure the fatigue it had to undergo* There was now no Gallery, and the 
Stove with which it was to be heated, being very little (hort of 300 
pounds weight, was incapable of being taken up, or at any rate without 
a Gallery, no Stove could be taken. I now came to the refolution of 
fuffering myfelf to be proje£led into the air by inflating the Balloon to the 
utmoft, and being appended to it without any furnace, like a log or 
piece of ballaft. You will eafily fee that this was the refolution of a 
madman, and which nothing but my defperate fituatlon could excufe. A 
fire balloon in this fltuation is a mere proje^le, and muft undoubtedly 
come to the ground with the fame vek>city that it afcends from it, unleft 
the perfon has a confiderable quantity of ballaft to break his fall as he de« 
fcends, by throwing it out. Of this it were eafy to give a demonilratioii 
if neceflary, but it is not worth while, as you, will at flril perceive it to 
be true. Having therefore obtained one fine and favourable morning, the 
Balloon, 'new vamifhed, and very tight, was expofed to a very flrong 
heat for near an hour. It was inflated to fuch a degree, that I am per- 
fiiaded its power of afcenflon muft have been upwards of half a tun, as 
a number of people could with great difficulty keep it at the ground* 

With 
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With my own blood feal ruin and difgracc. 
And brave the great Creator to his face ? 
^—Forbid it Heav'n I let FORTUNE rather ihcd 
Her yet remaining vengeance on my head j 

A wretched 

With this mon(Vrou8 power I fuffered myfelf to be projected upwardi* 
feated in one of the fmall bafkets in which earthen ware is carried, witfa« 
out ballaft, or indeed without thinldns of any. The Balloon fet off from 
the ground with the fwlftnefs of an arrow, but could not afcend more 
than a few feet, when it was ilopped by a rope belonging to the malt 
which held it up during the time of in^tion. This broke its force veiy 
coniiderably, and even when freed from this, it flew with fuch rapidity 
that feveral of the fpe^^tors, terrified at the unufual iigfat, endeavoured 
to drag it dov^nwards till the rope was forced from their hands. Thus 
my carreer was ftoppcd, and I arofe only a very fmajl way, fome fay 
350 feet, others 500, For my own part, I had fcarce time to ufte tlw 
pleafurei of an aerial journey, and during the little time 1 was in the 
air, I amufed myfelf with looking'at the fpedators running about in con- 
fufion below. My reception from the ground was much more rude 
than I expected, and though infufficient to hurt, was enough to want 
me to proceed no more in tliis way. However, by particular deiire, I 
did take another Jeap of the fame kind a few days after, but with much 
more caution 5 for I would not now fuifer tiie Balloon to be Co much 
inflated, and defired my afliftants to break its power as I afcended, that 
I might only pafs over the adjacent trees and houfes. Even then the 
power of the Balloon was very great, fo that it overturned Ave or fix 
people who attemped to flop it j and indeed, fiom thefetwo experiments, 
I am induced to believe, that the power of large Are balloons is much 
greater than is commonly fuppofed, and that the received theories con- 
cerning them are erroneous. 

Be this as it will, my chara^er was now fomewhat redored, and a new 
Stove and Gallery conftrudted, and indeed my future fuccefs feemed un* 
doubted to myfelf. I therefore announced my journey with great con- 
fidence on the 29th of September. A continued tra6t of rainy weather 
had prevented any experiment till the very day j the Balloon had been 
removed into a place (heltered from the weil wind, which had hitherto been 
§0 much my enemy 3 but now it was attacked from the eafl with fuch vio* 

leacc^ 
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A wretched objeft let me rather \y 
To ey'ry mifcreant as he pafles by j 
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knee, that it could not be inflated, even though jt was attempted till the 
maft broke, and no farther poffibility of attempt remained. 
■ By this difaAr all further experiments were prevented till O^Jtober 
nth. I was exceeding anxious to have ha.d one private trial made be* 
fore I expofed myfelf to public view ; but being over-ruled in this, I re- 
tired from the Garden with a refolution to do nothing more that day, 
and indeed I looked upon a private trial to be eflentially neceffary. 
About mid-day I received a mefTage to come down to Comely Garden, 
where, to my furprife, I found more than looo people afTembled, who . 
anxioufly wiftied me to afcend. It was now no time to remonftrate. A 
general opinion of my cowardice prevailed ; I was ibrced to give my con- 
fent to the making of fignals ; indeed it was done almoft without my 
knowledge. The event, however, fhewed that the greatefl hero on earth 
could not afcend at that time. The Balloon, after being kept in a flate 
of inflation for near two hours, could fcarce bear its ovm weight. Had I 
|>een indulged with a private expetiment, I would then have feen what was 
the matter. The Aove in fhort was too fmall. It had formerly been made 
by my diredlions three fpet in diameter 5 and with a (love of this di- 
menfion, 1 had been raifed the two times already mentioned, but as that 
flove was originally far too clumfy, and battered till quite ufelefs, a 
oew one was neceflary. My friends, terrified at the idea of my carrying 
up fuph a huge furnace along with me, infifled that the new one fhould 
be fmaller. I could not indeed with abfolute certainty fay that this was 
the lead which would anfwer, but from the mod accurate experiments 
and obfervations I could make a priori, I much fufpe^ed the confequence • 
of leflTening it. With very great perfurMion I fuffered myfelf to be over- 
come, and confented to its being i educed to 2 ^ feet diameter, and when 
t)iis was done, it was reduced, without my knowledge to 27 Inches ; for 
my eye did not eaflly guefs the diflerence, and I never fufpedled that any 
deceit would ,be pradifed upon me. Thus the power of the fire was 
reduced in the proportion of 573 to 917, fo that as the Balloon, of itfelf 
^reighing 721 lb. arofe with a ftove of 27 inches diameter, it would, with 
one of three feet, have carried 433 pounds more, even fuppofmg the 
power of fire to be only In proportion to the mere fi^uare meafure of it^ 

fyrface 
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In Jull Oblivion let me rather fleep. 
As vile^ unnoticMy ufelefs infefls creep i 

Let 

furface, and I have every reafon to believe, that it encreafes In a much 
greater proportion ; and if wre add to all this the badilate in which the 
Balloon now was, owing to its treatment on September 29, the imoke 
pervading it at every pore» I have not the leaft doubt that it would have 
arifen with all the weight appended to it, which indeed was very con- 
iiderable, and was within one pound of the above calculation, myfetf 
being 140, the ftove 170, and gallery 122. 

I had now the mlferable confoiation to perceive, that / had been rights 
and my advifers had been wrong in their calcolatlons. Otherwife my 
fituation was mlferable beyond defcription. I was obliged to hear my 
name called out wherever I went, to bear the infults of every black-guard 
boy, to hear myfelf called Cheat, Rafcal, Coward and Scoundrel by thofe 
who had neither courage, honefty, nor honour. I was profcrihed in the 
nevtrfpapers, and pointed out by two of the Edinburgh News-mongers as 
a public enemy, and the Magiflrate called upon to take notice of me, as 
if he himfelf had not known his duty fufficiently without their informa- 
tion. All this 1 bore with patience; I knew that Popular Opinion^ 
founded on ignorance, varied as the wind, and that a (ingle inflance of 
fuccefs would be fufficient to turn the tide in my favour. It was ftill 
in my power to get a new ftove conflruded, and as I might now make 
it of any .form I pleafcd, without imerniption from advifers, I refolved 
to err on the fafe fide, and made it three feet and a half In diameter. 
There was now no difficulty but from the bad (late of the Balloon 
which was become like a (ieve, and no public experiment could be at- 
temped. A day was fet for a private one, but it proved fo tempeftuous 
that nothing could be done, and loon after the whole was arreted for 
damages ; the greated part of which had never been done by the Bal- 
loon, or any one belonging to It. A law procefs enfued, which lafted 
fix months) at the end of which I was cad. However, matters were 
compromiied, and by means of a friend the Balloon was once more fet 
at liberty. I could not immediately make any attempt, byreafonofa 
fever which con(med me fix weeks. No trial could be made in the for- 
mer place, and it was difficult to procure another. The fummer was 
fpent in languid attempts to repair the Balloon j and at lad on the 26th 
Of July an experiment was made, The place where it now was, had a 
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Let fierce Reproach inAilting ever wouiuly 
Envenomed (hafts of malice fly around. 
In wretched darknefs be my poor abode. 
By men abandon^, and opposM by God t 

But while in bbplefs exile thus I mourn. 
My mind with derp*rate gloomy pailions torn, 
. I iec thee graceful and maifi©<^j|(jgii5f.?"«^^^ 
Mount on the winds, and triumph in the ikies / 
Till envious clouds conceal thee from our vieWy 
And eager Vision can no more purfue. 
At once Ambition points to Fame the way^ 
JDiiiblving clouds of cold despair, decay } 
Celellial Hope again her influence ikowVs, 
Again my foul calls forth her latent powVs. 
To follow thee my inmoft bofom bums. 
Tumultuous thoughts pofTcfs the mind by turns ; 
UnconquerM yet, with thee my fancv flies. 
My foul afpiring yet explores the (kies. 
Impatient now I long the ground to fpum. 
Like Thee to rife, \xi fiery chariot bom ; 
To leave the earth, to leave the clouds behind^ 
To mount on pinions of the rapid wind \ 

ihelter only from the foiith and fouth-eafl winds. A fire was applied 
for four minutes, the wind blowing gently from the eaft. Some thunder 
was heard at a didance, and a vehement blafl infUntly followed ^rom the 
f3uth-v?eft. The Balloon was torn from the hands of thofe.who held H, 
feveral of them overturned, and their lives endangered \ the flove was 
dafhed in pieces, and the Balloon itfelf very much damaged. Soon after 
this, I abanoned the fcheme and Edinburgh Itfelf in defpair. Such a 
ferles of difafters is aimed unparalleled \ but I pay myfelf too high a com- 
pliment in fuppofing that Heaven has declared war againft me: the 
whole are eafily deducible from want of ^owrr in myfelf, want of ib 0«if«> 
Itdge in my frlends; and the mpatitnQt of the public in general. 
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^eyond the reach of vulgar ken to foar, 
^eyond the fpace where bluftVing tempefts rotr* 
To fee bright Phoebus pour unfuUied day. 
While thro* wide heav*n he darts his cloudlcTt ray } 
To fee the fplendors of the Moon arife. 
And all the glories of the fpangled (kiet. 
Not as thro* Vapour^s medium dull we view. 
The clouded concave of Etherial blue $ 
Sut as from ^ti4a, or the Alpine Hills, 
Th* exalted mind the glorious profpe£l fills j 
Where Galaxy in pureft flame appears. 
And wondVous glories clothe the (hining ilart ; 
The moons of Jove, without a tube to view. 
And endlefs beauties of the heav*ns purfue ; 
See Northern Lights in flafhing glory rife. 
And paint their colours of a thoufand dyes ; 
To view bright meteors like the Sun appear. 
And ftream their glories t)iro* the empyreal air { 
To try the ftrong Eleftric Ether's powV, 
T' explore the fources of the glad^ning IhowV | 
Thro' treafures of the direful hail to fly. 
And view the dread artillery of the flcy ; 
Laugh at the labours of the fons of care. 
And fee them move like atoms as Aey are^ 

Tranfporting thought ! Til yet with Fate contend. 
Nor ihall my hope to dire misfortune bend ; 
Let lying Slander trumpet through the crowd, 
Accurfed Hate proclaim each fault aloud. 
Detraction, Malice, and blue Envy burn. 
And each misfortune to misconduQ turn 5 
"My mind unmov'd fair Scie/jce fliall purfue j 
My hopes, my wifhes, ever follow you ; 
Each error paft. Experience /hall corre6t. 
And careful Prudence every flep dire6l 5 
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Till raisM from eart&» I to the flues afpirrs 
Conducted fafely by devouring fire i 
To future ages then coniign my namcy 
And ftand thy Brother in Records of Faint* 
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EXPLANATION of the PL ATEj R^prc- 
fenting the Apparatus to fill the B A L L O O N. 

t. Large C^fks, containing the Materials from which the In- 
flammable Air is generated t- i, e. Water, Iron, and Acid 
of Vitriol concentrated. 

1. Leaden Pipes, through which the Inflammable Air pafles into 
the Refrigerator. 

3. The Refrigerator, a Veflcl full of Cold Water. 

4. A Wooden Funnel, inverted over the Water to receive the 

Inflammable Air, after being cooled by pafling through the 
Water. 

5. A large Tin Tube, which turns the Inflammable Air Into the 

Silken Pipe. 
0. A Stop Cork, to give a free exit to the Inflammable Air, if 

occafion required it. 
^. Silk Pipe, which conveys the InQammable Air into the Balloon. 
%. Tin Pipe. 

9. A Stop Cock, to let out the Water, which on a violent EfFcr- 
vefcence, fometimes pafles over with Inflammable Air in th«f 
form of Steam, which, on tondenfation, drops down to the 
Bottom. 
to« Balloon. 

li. Hoop, which connefls the Ropes of the Net and Gullery, 
11. Gallery for Afcenfion. 
13. Wooden Funnel, for the Acid and Water, 
l4.« Bottles of Concentrated Oil of Vitrio)« 



